
283 S"!"

1886.

After the.Civil War, Qeneral Logan and his familj- were very close

griends of mine and whenever I went to Washington, I v;as generally a

guest at his hp^se.

General Logan.had gathered a very large and attractive collec

tion of souvenirs of the war, one of the best I have seen. I think
w . . . ^

](Jrs, Logan has placed them in some rausexim. His house was always full

of guests, especially of old soldiers who had served 7^ith him.

.After the War General Logan retiirned to Congress and was a

United States Senator from Illinois. Dui-ing the time he v;as Senator
t

I had a great many bills before Congress in the interest of the

different railroads I was connected with and whenever Logan vould see
•  • t

me he v/ould ask what I \yanted and would, help me except one time when
i  ■ . ' ' • ■ .

I had a very important bill, I forget now which one it was, and I went
'  ' ' • - • . s

to see him in relation to it. Logan turned on me very sharply and

wanted to know why I had not let him knov that I was going to ask

for this legislation. He said he had made known in the Senate his

opinion on this bill and the people who were opposed to it wore

friends of and he would have to oppose me. I safid to him, "Well,

alright. General, I am sorry but I can't, ask you to change your

views on the matter, but I think if you should look into the question

thoroughly, you would change your mind." I said nothing more to him

about the bill but when it caae up in the Senate, Logan got up in

support of it. After it had passed the Senate, I went to thank him

and said I was surprised to see that he had changed l^iis views. He

turned on me and said, "Well, Dodge, you know I couldn't fight you. We

have been friends too long," and then he said, "I looked into the matter

after you spoke to me and while I did not become fully convinced that

you were right, with ray wi/-.h to serve you, I changed my mind."



Wlien General Logan '.7as a candldatfor President • at the time

Harrison was nominated as VI ; President, lowas was presenting the

name of All'ison for President. I happened to go tAto the Pacific

hotel and saw General Logan and I'rs. Logan sitting together and Logan

called me over to them and said, "Just as I expected; whenever I wanted

anything, Iowa turns up*against me. and went after me very sh&rply,

Mrs. Logan trying to smooth the matter over but I told'him that he

was mistaken; that Allison was not a candidate then as against h-'m or

and that lo'wa would be for him but, as you know, Harrison was nominated

and Logan was made Vice President and both of them were defeated.

Since the death of General Logan, Mrs. Lo.-^an and her family

have been very close friends of mine and I have seen a great deal of .

them. Whenever it is possible Mrs. Logan attends the meeting of the

Society of the Army of the Tennessee and takes a great interest in

them. 3hef is very popular with that army. The fact is Logan was

an idol of the Army ; his action on the battle-field and his magnetism

always captured the soldiers. Mrs, Logan never lost-an opportunity
,  . .

to stand up and defend her husband and promote his interests--no
•  j j 1: 1 ; i a

more devoted wife elrer lived, . ' ' '
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January, 1886

Austin, Texas, 2nd Jan., 1886

Genl. G. M. Dodge, ,
New York.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find map of Texas with outline of proposed
R. R. from Red River to Padre Island to a pier and Breakwater on Padre
Island where 30 ft. of water is found less than 250 yards from the shore
The breakwater would be made of marine Rock distant some ten miles from
the ' work. As regards the Breakwater, I propose to make on the plan
of dumping loose rock six hundred yards in front of the Pier to protect
shipr.ing at the Pier. The Breakwater would be put down in 45 ft. of
water on a clay bottom. The Breakwater in Deleware Bay is made in
this manner. The marine insects in the Gulf of Mexico would soon knit
the wbole together in a solid mass. This Rock wall would be 1000
yards long, 150 ft. at base, 50 ft. at surface, sunk in 45 or 50 ft of w
water. My friend the Ron. John Hancock, has spoken to me of you and
I wish to attract tlje attention of men who would assist me in promoting
this great work. The importance of a proper sea port on the coast
of Texas needs no comment. texas alone with her 1500,000 B/o immense
Cattle interests, wool and various products, the share oi this trade
which would go over the pier at Galveston wharf rates with tonage
dues and port charges, ported to the Gomp. would pay on an investment
of two million of Dollars, cost of pier and breakwater you will see a
short line of R. R. from the pier will coniiect with S. P. R. R. at or
near Uvalde, Texas. This line across the Continent is some 1100 miles
shorter than to New York. The S. P. R. R. could only have been built
through arid deserts and unsettled country without local trafic. The
object and purpose of this road must have been to compete with the
Gape Horn Route for the carrying of grain from California to few York
and Liverpool. It can only do this by going across the Continent on the
shortest line to Connect with the Atlantic. My object is to run the
R. Rail to the end of the Pier whe;e cars will discharge. Cars
along side of the ships. This is quick route for new crop of teas
which seek the English and American markets. This route would place
Tea in Liverpool several days in advance of the Suez Route by fast
steamers. With six states of Morthern Mexico the Pier would be the
natural outlet and call your attention to the map of the Continent the
Upper Rio Grande Valley at in mines of low grade silver with
from 30 to 70 $ of lead, which with transportation and proper facilities
for moving it together with coal mines good Goolez oohl is made on
the Mexican Side of the River. The salt in the Laguna Madre is made
annually by solar eva..oraticn sufficient to supply Texas and Kansas.
The largest class of refridgerating ships could come to the pier and
save an iniportant item of marine riSK, known to commerce as Bor risk
1/4 of one per cent on all ships and cargo would be a very considerable
item from its In case of *ar with Mexico it and Coolez

station for U. S. ships of war.
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The possibilities of the Trafic incident to the pier cannot be shown
in this letter together with the cost of construction in finding em
ployment for our over stocked labor market is of very considerable
import. I beg to refer you to Clias. Mac Donald of 52 Wall and to
E. N. Smith &. Bros., 180 Wm. St., New York. Trusting I m.ay be able
to attract your consideration to this important work not only in the
interest of Texas and also a stride towards -a transportation for
the Commerce of a part of the British liast Indies and Australia trade.

I am.
Very truly yours,

John Wiiiett

The charter for Pier and Breadwater would only cone from
Congress and propose to raise the money from private sources asking
no aid from Govt. State and T •» a certain guarantee against
competition in the future.

W.
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