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August,, 1872

James A. Fvans,
San Francisco,

Dear ^ir;

You will see in the San Diego papers the conditions proposed
by V.r. Scott are accepted by the city as follows:

Right of way through County and city as follows—100 Ft. at
grade line: To perfect title of all lanas given to San Diego and t^ila
R. R. about 9000 acres in extent. To secure titles to tide head in

part of this grant where it touches the bay. To perfect title to lot
of ground on harbor shore either adjoining the wedge or in Horton's
addition et foot of Street running from west end of Hotel to the Harbor
600 ft. wide and 1500 ft. long. In addition to this lot, there is to
be given title to 100 acres of tide land adjoining this depot lot at
either point; all to be done within 30 to 40 days. In consideration
Company agrees to locate terminus of road within limits of Pueblo Grant.
These titles as far as practicable are to be nade to us within the
next thirty days and to be a clear title.

In closing up these matters and in fact in everything that
has land or lot titles connected with it, you will have to take the
advice of a good lawyer.

In these questions of land, you must be sure to exhaust them.
Bristow who has charge of these matters will write you. Me may send
soffie one there to attend to them; if he does so , render him all the
aid you can; if not, you will hev e to look after it y our.se If.

You will need the advice of a local attroney. Fmploy Mr.
Taggert. If Mr. Scott has not made arrangements with him, you want to,
for what work he may do for us.

This city proposes to buy off a street 200 ft. wide through
new town, throui.h which we have 100 ft. right of way, but it is to be
as far as our east line of depot grounds and not
'as to the is to come off from it to the
or timber at any point e.nd also to our grounds favorably
with ouf*

Whatever you do in land matters, be careful and be advised;
fhere are no very coniplicated titles. I am in hopes we shall be re~
leased from these details. You will xeep watch and keep Gen. BristoW
or his agent posted as to what is desired. Post me also.

Truly,

G . M. Dodge .



Council Bluffs, Iowa, Aug. 2, 1872,

E. D. Boyd,
Division Engineer,

Dear Sir: The southern line with 5 miles increased distance, it is
not policy for us to u e as the subsidy that we would apply on that
5 miles extra distance cannot be applied west of Ft, V/orth, I am
anxious to get a line through Sherman that we can use. Our people
seem to think that it is policy for us to go through those county
seats.

You must be sure and have your line on file in Austin on the
first of September, If there is any question as to the Sherman
line or the line we present, you had probably better put both on
the map.

The line t?"t you speak of Mr. Hitchcock, running through
Denton should be the line that would naturally connect with
the lino running through Sherman, and if it saves what you say it
does on closing it in at Fort Worth, then it is the line we should
adopt.

You and Mr. Eddy are on the ground and in filing this line
must be certain to get the best.

Very respectfully,
.  G. M. Dod.'e,

Chief Engineer.
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J. M. Eddy, Esq.,
Dear Sir:. I shall begin to ship some material to Dallas.

You better arrange with some person" "ther'e to attend to the receiving
of it until the person that is going there arrives. I suppose we wil
have to put up a temporary warehouse at crossing pf the Texas & :
Houston Central R.H. so that their track and our track" could both
gpt to it.

Wilson "/.'ri.tes me, all the time that he cannot, get wprk done at
the prices I have set. You understand that in leeting the work
where there is haul over 500 feet we will pay per hundred feet;
that where part of a section is borrowed and.wasted we pay a diff
erent price from where it is hauled. Ordinary earrth excavation should
not cost us pver 30,ct?. currency but on the first 50 miles there may
be some that is worth more. Quicksand is classified the same as
loose rock. I do not want to -put in any classification of quicksand
or hard pan.

Loose rock is worth 50 or 75 cents|. solid rock 01.25 to Ol»50
I do not believe there is much on that first 50 miles.

The question of ties, bridge timber, are of more importance
than grading. We ought to be getting ties through tho timber from
Marshall up to the Red Sulphur fork. I do not hear anything from
Boyd on that. We should also be getting out timber for tanks, red
cypress.

What about liouses? Am I going to be able to hAre a house
there or must I build? O'Brien has sent me a plan of a house that
I will forward to you ifi I have to build but I prefer to hire if
possible.

i telegraphed you today about our accounts. Tie arrangements
now are that no person shall draw from Texas except yourself. Mr.
George D. Krumbhaar of Pliiladelphia is the Treasurer of tho Califor
nia and Texas Construction Compnay with who;,, all our accounts are
kept. You understa ; to keep the offices accounts and everything
with the constructiou Ci.,.ir.;ly separate from the running department,
and if in the same building, which is probably b-st, better have a
hall between them. I want my office witi. an ante-room attached so
that it can be entirely private if I want At.

There should be a door from mine that leads from the same
ante-room that would open into your room or whoever I should put
into it. Then comes the Auditors and Cashier rooms, a small room for
Guports. of Bridges, ties, Ac. and for Division engineers as well as
a general drafting room wl.ich can be used by division engineers as
well as bhlef 6'ftgineer. I do not want to make the building too large
but let it accomodate fully all tho parties.

You must enforce economy on every one; hold them right close
overyt.-ing scan their expenditures closely; cut them off



•  without, mercy wherei "there is anything that looks like extravacance. A
We have to build this road cheaply and want to begin in the "

beginning and let every one understand it.
In our salaries we want to pay a fair price and that only. The

salaries of the chiefs oC Departments will he fixed by me. Those of
the subordinate officers will have to be fixed by. you;, pay such,
prices as similar offcera pay on roads in Texas.

I shall go to California on the 16th but I v/ant you to telegraph
and write here-daily. Messages and letters will be for-.-arded to me
regularly by Mr. Granger, my Secretary who will remain here in charge
of everything during my ab- evc . . . .

Mr. Beard and hr. Guteal leave for Texas on Monday. Mr.
Ellison, Supt. of Bridges anu .-r, Adomson, Supt.'of Ties have
already left, cannot yo'. make an arrangement to have a decent stage
line put on between Monroe and Shreveport one that will run through day
and night. If you do, a large number will go th-at way.

ftt ' ' ■ . . Very Respectfully, ' n
fhj ito Jj- C. M. Dodge, '" f

;■' - '• M rriln . Chief Engineer!
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