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p . Pen;:', R. La trohe to Gen. 'Dodyo, Bdltlfcbre, Janna'ry last IRGR

Ym^r ir'tter of the SCth ult. , inqi'ilHfi^ of th" professional

cloractcr of Mr; Wm. OL Atir.ln'ROn was received yesterday". '

■ Mr. Athin son <^nt©rod the oervloe of the Baltimoe tp and Ohio

RaAl'-oatJ company ma^y yftAfft a'^o, as a mere'lad, •uhdsr"th^'care"of

hie hrohhcr vhd was ohb of my prihetpai• all5i§tants. rfe'rdsb"^fi po
sition until hd hecame, in 1849; a t^gldofit Qnclnoer in'charce of
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■7n'-ci^ry, 1868.

:^,pvr>r^al miles of road nrd°r constmc+.ion, '.vhich beir.r com.-^ited in
1?61, he left that service and has not since been connected

♦

me professionally, I canr'Ot, therefore, say, from personal knovT^'^'d^-o

whot'ner he has the qualifications you mention. He has had, as I .I- .' .»,• »'

am informed, ample oxporier.ce in the several departments of rail - ■ 1̂

way engineering, and has also devoted a good deal of attention to ■

mining operations durine the 16 years since he ceased to he ore

of my assistants. I can testify to his industry ar/'• accuracy and-
■'A'" ■

I hilleve that his habits are good. This is as far as, with the

best wishes towards him, which I earnestly entertain, I am. able '■

go in reply to your inquiries. * - —^
Yotir inquiry for an engineer to take charge of a railhead

. '1"
bridge over the Klssourl at Council Bluffs and Cmaha, I coul'? an-

r '

swer with less hesitation, but for the personal int-^rest which you

will-see th4t I< have in sugo-eetip'-'-to yor-' the na-e of Mr, C.6;ialer

S.inlAto.,'f who in co'-nectlon with, my son as his professional partner,
has devoted himself for. s me-years to bridge buiidirg as a special

branch of constructleni The3; were engaged by the'North Missouri

Railroad Company to-design and superintend the projected brid^-e
over the Missouri.'ftt St, Charles* on the line of that road and har]

made all the necessary preparations to'ppoceed -"ith' the work, ' when ^
the resources of the company failed, and a suspension was the r-ny>-
aequenee. Tlie oxporience acquired by thorn, however> in regard i

- i the chwracter of the river was of much value and couiBd be Wi-fi -
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/  . cially.applied to other localities upon the satre stteaw. You ̂ ay

have seen a paper upon bridge trusses printed by S^'ith, soi^e two

years since, which has been'favorably received by the profession.

Should you'wish, I will send you a copy of.it. He has recently
t-'

coTnpleted an iron bridge over the Miami ̂ iver upon the Ohio arid

Mississippi Railroad-and is how in the west on the invitation of par

ties co".nected with the projected bridge over the Mississippi river

tX. Dubuque. My son is also, at this moment, a t Zanesville nutting

up a new draw bridge over the Muskingum Canal at that place.'

I-feel-the delicacy of speaking recomT^endatortly of persons

• ̂^onnected with I'e as these gentlemen are, but as it is those of

who^ ve personally know ost that we can speak with the Tnost confi

dence, you will pardcn ̂ e for answering your Ihquiry on this point

as I have done. There are doubtless other engineers Who would do

as well or better, but I could not speak of the'^ fro'" the sa^'e sort

of'knowledgej nor with the same guaranty of ability and fidelity.

Messrs, Smith and Latrobe have their office in Baltimore,

J. F. House to Gen. Dodge, Omaha, January 1st, 1868,

I send you today by Mr, Evans pfofile-of Mr. Reed's line from

Black's Pork to Green ftivwr at mouth of Bitter Creek.,

Profile of Weber Canon was forwarded.to yon at Washington in

a tin map case Nov. 30th, 1 think, and if not will send it to you

as on as poialble. - ^

ifohn L. pettis to Gen. Dodge» (date missing)

B417f)G



January 1868. ^
>• FroTn intimations received from Chief Engineer of C.B. & Q. R.R.

I think I know their plans. They will not bridge at Vellevue, but

run a branch to Nebraska City and connect with Council Bluffs through

the St. Joseph Rpad. They would likely favor Child's Mm. The

bridge may be a great thoroughfare and must be right and safe; but

the three foads are jealous of each other. For this reason I don't

'  like to have an engin-er for these siirveys from either of these

■  ■ three lines. Mr. Sykes, V. p. of North Western, told m© he was going

out about this time.

j, L. Williams to Gen. Dodge, Fort Wayne, Jan. 1, 1868,

FroT" reported roveirient of troops towards Fort Phil Kearney,

I fear you did not succeed in getting Sherrr^an to give up the Powder

River country. The dispatches which we see about Indian outrages W

1' on the Platte see^ to come very much from St. Louis, and may be

colored. t .

The Tr»ost Important reconnoissance and report, just now, is that

of Mr. Blickensderfer. I hope Gen. Augur will detail a very ample

escort.for Mr. B. sq that he will feel easy and give the Range a

careful■oxamihation. The delay on this question with the Indian

troubles,.Is all that is now in the way of rapid progress. Both
will soon be settled. /

I hear nothing further pf the ti^e of Mr. Biickensderfer's visit
I am glad Mr. Dillon is out. It would be well for him to see
Mr. B. hiva fe lve him to puderst^ind that the Company is ready to put a

?  4


























































































































































