


















































































































































































































































































































































































































e knew things 
would get chaotic, 
and we were right. 

As the end of 
school ap­
proached, and 
construction men 

worked furiously to begin linking the new 
addition to the east wing, the din of jack­
hammers, fumes of diesel engines, and 
dirt of crashing bricks and upheaveled 
ground made their way daily into class-
rooms where learning had to cease. · 

As teachers worried that lessons were 
neglected, students frolicked in the court­
yard, loving the extra hours for Trivial Pur­
suit and suntanning. 

"At least going to the lounge gave us a 
break from the monotony of class," said 
Renee Rocheleau '86. 

When the last day of school finally 
rolled around, students added to the disar­
ray of the building as they gleefully threw 
everything from their lockers high into the 
air and watched old homework assign­
ments, notebooks,and posters fall to the 
floor , fi lling the ha lls with a sea of trash. 

While custodians scooped up the year's 

"I WISH YOU WERE GOING TO IOWA!" After gradu­
ation, Ann Szemplenski shares an emotional moment 
with a grade-school friend who will attend a different 
college. 

debris, teachers stayed in their rooms 
making messes of their own. 

As 30 teachers packed their belongings 
to be moved to new rooms once the addi­
tion was completed, all teachers in the 
east wing were forced to have everything 
from books to paper clips packed, labeled, 
and ready to be stored in the small gym 
while the tie-in between the old and new 
wings was made during the summer. 

Two days later, not a trace of the main 
office was left, after secretaries and ad­
ministrators helped custodians move ev­
ery item into the teachers' lounge, which 
would serve as the summer office. 

"This isn't easy work! I've used muscles 
moving this stuff that I haven 't used for a 
long time," said Bev McCum ber, head sec­
retary. 

In contrast to the confusion of moving 
three-fourths of the faculty and a ll of their 
belongings, the selection of a new 

· Continued on page 200 



SUMMER STORAGE. Custodians George Gard­
ner and Gary Finney transfer boxes from the 
east wing into the small gym. 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE SEA OF PAPERS, Julie 
Shomshor, Jeff Matter, and Heide Hamilton hap­
pily toss old debate briefs into the mess outside 
Room 227 on the last day. 

"WE MADE IT!" Close friends Lori McKern and 
Sam Engle share an excited hug after untradi­
tional graduation ceremonies. 
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principal proceeded efficiently, taking less 
than two months to complete. 

After applications were screened, five ap· 
plicants were put through a rigorous day· 
long interview process. 

At Central Office the candidates role· 
played, completed teaching segments, and 
answered questions. Then at AL, a commit· 
tee of teachers, students, and parents ques· 
tioned the candidates. Finally, Central Office 
personnel traveled to the candidates' home· 
towns for more checking. 

The result of all this was the hiring of Dr. 
Fred Frick of Mason City on May 15. 

"I was impressed with Dr. Frick. He was 
positive and has been through the process of 
moving ninth graders before," said Robert 
Pettepier, math instructor. 

Truly, it was fitting that seniors, who had 
watched so many preparations for the 
switches of '86, voted to make their Com­
mencement so untraditional. Instead of a 
guest speaker, they chose a symposium; in· 
stead of crimson and blue robes, they wore 
blue and white;. instead of silk roses, they 
carried real ones; and instead of caps, they 
tossed ping pong balls. 

Adding 15 classrooms, hiring a new princi· 
pal , staging an untraditional Commence· 
ment - these were switches we could see. 

But our feelings changed too. A sense of 
security that came from knowing things 
would continue as they always had was re­
placed by a mixture of uncertainty, excite­
ment, hope, and fear about what would be, 
once the switches to which this year seemed 
so dedicated became reality in the fall of '85. 

RAPID PROGRESS. Construction w orkers la y t h e first 
bricks in late winter's unseasonably w a r m weather. Pro· 
gress continues as half of the add ition's skeleton frame is 
bricked in by construction workers. Finally, after the en· 
t ire frame is enclosed, work can begin on the inside. 
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