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Teachers Ready Local History
Lessons

Eighteen teachers attended the 2010 "Council Bluffs:
Proud Past - Bright Future" institute last summer and a
follow-up meeting in November to work on their projects.
They will present their final projects next March. Topics
include the Ruth Anne Dodge Memorial, Lewis and Clark,
Grant Wood, Abraham Lincoln in Council Bluffs, Wood-
ward Candy, and the Railway Mail Service among others.
Historical Society outreach coordinator Patricia LaBounty
explains the teachers' final projects will become lesson
olans/units that will be posted on a website that is being
developed as a local history resource for educators.

Santa Plans Visit to
‘RailsWest Museum

The RailsWest Railroad Museum, South Main and
16th Street in Council Bluffs, will be hosting Holidays at
the Depot on Saturday, December 18% from 10-4 and
Sunday, December 19™ from 1-4. Santa will be arriving
both days at 2 pm. Admission is $3 per person and includes
cookies, crafts, and photo opportunity with Santa. Chil-
dren 3 and under and Historical Society members are free.

Come down and see this year's Christmas display,
wander up and watch G.O.5.0.M.E's model train layout,
- and catch up on the rail history of Council Bluffs. Call 712-
323-5182 for more information.

Annual Meeting, Banquet Set for
January 16

Reserve Sunday evening, January 16, for the Society's
annual business meeting and banquet. The event will be
held at the Riverside Grille adjacent to the Dodge Park Golf
Course and Harrah's Casino at 4 p.m. The results of the
election of new officers and board members will take place
at that time as well.

Reservations are required. All current Historical Soci-
ety of Pottawattamie County members should have already
received a notice of the meeting, RSVP form, and election
ballot by first class mail. Please return these by January 5.
If you did not receive the mailing and you are member
please contact the Society office at (712) 323-2509 or e-
mail info@theHistoricalSociety.org. '

2011 "Railroad Days” Dates Set

The annual Railroad Days celebration has been sched-
uled for July 16 and 17, 2011. The event is a cooperative
venture bringing visitors to the RailsWest Museum, Gen-
eral Dodge House, Union Pacific Railroad Museum,
Durham Museum, and Lauritzen Gardens. Participants
pay asingle fee for a wrist band that admits them to all five
attractions; complementary bus transportation between
the museums is included. The event has proven a great way
for families to get alow cost introduction to the rich history
of the metro area. More details wiil be available as the dates
draw nearer. :
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Haymarket Highlights

A Few Highlights of the Main Street Walking Tour

The Historical Society’s September walking tour of
Pearl and South Main Streets examined the development
of Council Bluffs that followed the completion of the
courthouse in 1866 and the opening of the Council Bluffs
& St. Joseph railroad in 1867. The CB & St. Joe first broke
ground down on what is now South Main and 16th Avenue
in 1859 but wasn't opened south to Hamburg for another
eight years. In 1870 the Burlington & Missouri River
railroad was completed to East Plattsmouth and ran trains
north to Council Bluffs from a new place called Pacific
Junction. Both railroads later became part of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy, today’'s BNSE.

The Rock Island, Wabash, Milwaukee, Great Western,
and Union Pacific later built into this area which boomed
during the late 19th century as the Implement District, the
warehouses and implement dealers that dominated South
Main and nearby streets south of 5th Avenue. In between
appeared a diversified business community of Germans
and Jews, Yankees and Scandinavians, and a boisterous mix
of hotels, saloons, restaurants and more. he Broadway
Street Railway began running horse-drawn streetcars south
on Main Street to 16th Avenue after the Civil War and all
of South Main was paved with granite blocks from West
Broadway down to 16th Avenue in 1884, eighty years
before most of the streets in Council Bluffs were paved.
Also in 1884 the Burlington Fast Mail made the run from
Chicago to Council Bluffs in just 16 hours. In 1889 the
streetcar electrified its now familiar route south on Pearl
and north on Main which would then be extended down
South 6th all the way to Lake Manawa. By the early 20th
century Council Bluffs was home to 16 independent
implement houses and second only to Kansas City as
America's largest distribution point for agricuttural imple-
ments that were shipped to Council Bluffs from eastern
factories. The consolidation of implement companies
shifted the focus of the old Implement District towards
food production. Nevertheless, every place has its own
story, even those that are now vacant lots.

After the 1888 Pottawattamie County Courthouse was
removed in 1975 a small section of South Main and Pearl

{

Streets was formally designated as the Haymarket Square
Historic District. The city council finally passed the city’s
first historic preservation ordinance five years later in 1980
when the Heritage Preservation Commission was created.
In 1985 the Haymarket Square Historic District was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Fifth Avenue

This was originally Buckingham Street which was
transformed after the new Pottawattamie County court-
house was constructed here in 1866 with the county jail
situated in the building’s basement. Previously, Pearl
Street was seen as the back alley of the businesses fronting
Main Street and was filled with various rubbish stacked out
back. In 1884 the intersection of Fifth Avenue with South
Main and Pearl was also the location of Chapman &
Martins Roller Skating Rink and was the Mammoth Dime
Museum in 1885 which advertised an appearance by the
George Minstrels along with its Curio Hall and “Freaks of;
Nature” which included the “Bohemian Glass Blower”, the
“Armless Wonder” Lowando Watson, a “Princess of the
Todas Tribe of Mexican Indians”, the “Lightning Lady”
Miss Ex Patterson, and the “Living Half Lady”. Tt was just
a dime admission into the Curio Hall for the afternoon
matinee or to the evening showing. The courthouse had
been condemned by then as it leaned more and more on its
foundations while the samtary system of the basement jail
was nothing more than two buckets in a back cell for
everyone. The new county jail was built in 1885 and the
courthouse was completed in 1888.

After electric streetcars were introduced along Broad-
way and down South Main the streetcar company built an
electric line west on Fifth Avenue to South 21st Street and
then south on 2 1st to the Union Pacific Transfer, By 1898
there were 157 motor cars running every day down the
Fifth Avenue line which continued into the 1940s as part
of the Harrison Street line until the end of the electric
trolley in Council Bluffs in 1948.

(Continued next page). (
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"Haymarket Highlights," continued...

215-219 South Main: Creston House Hotel

The walking tour concluded at Max Mohn's Creston
House. Mohn was a German immigrant who showed up
around 1869 as a cobbler. The hotel was originally 28
rooms and was then expanded in 1884 to 75 rooms with
this one-story building for the saloon. It also boasted the
city’s first cement sidewalk in front with rates of $1.50 aday
in 1886. The hotel closed in 1942 to house the V.F.W.
clubhouse and from 1953 until the late was 1970s was
Sam’s New Super Market.

The Creston Hotel was the site of more than one story,
including an July 1887 wedding where the justice asked the
groom if he had been married before. He admitted that he
had been. Now that was a surprise to the bride, who was
none too happy about it. However, when asked the same
question, she also admitted that this was her second mar-
riage, which the groom did not know, and then they both
went through with it anyway,

225 South Main: Jarvis Brady Building

‘The three-story Jarvis Brady Building was constructed
in the 1890s. One 1898 advertisement promoted that on
the building's second floor housed the Jarvis Wine Com-
pany which specialized in “Ladies wanting fine medicinal
wines and liquors” and provided a female clerk. Jarvis
Brady, wholesale liquors, was listed here in 1910 which was
then the location of Louis Cherniss’ furniture store by

1938.
227 South Main

From 1973 until 1997 Earl Buskness operated the
White Bakery here.

508 South Main

In 1938 this was the location of the saloon called the
Country Club Lunch. Six men were arrested for shooting
craps inside the Country Club during a 1945 crackdown
on gambling.

512 South Main: site of Wickham Building

This was the long time location of the offices of The
Freie Presse, Council Bluffs’ German language newspaper
with Alois Becker as editor & publisher. The Freie Presse
started back in 1875 and Alois Becker bought the newspa-
per in 1899, After 39 years in publication, Becker's heirs
sold the newspaper in 1914 to Val Peter of the Omaha
Tagliche Tribune. There were 537 German language
newspapers in America in 1914 but by 1939 there were
only a dozen daily German language newspapers left,
including the Tribune. The first German language news-
paper in Council Bluffs appeared in 1864 when the Coun-
cil Bluffs Presse appeared to back the Democrats. That
newspaper later became the Obachter Am Missouri and a
German-language weekly Republican newspaper called the
Council Bluffs Post was printed in 1869.

501-507 South Main: 1888 Kiel Hotel

The Kiel was opened in the late 1870s by German
immigrants Gottlieb Kiel and his step-son Richard Holst.
By 1890 it was operated as Holst & Spetman when the
third story was added and in 1898 the Kiel offered 80
available rooms. In 1980 hotel owner Agnes McKay
accused city inspectors of acting “just like the mafia” over
their frequent inspections but Ms. McKay died at her room

at the Kiel just five months later. The building was
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"Haymarket Highlights," continued.

auctioned in 1982 and restored by 1987.

The address of 505 South Main at
the Kiel was used by Holst and Spetman's
saloon in 1891, Henry Herman's bar-
bershop in 1910, and the Kiel Beauty
and Barbershop in 1938, The Kiel is
known most recently as the home of
Key Real Estate and Duncan’s Cafe.
Nearby on South Fourth were the Kiel
Sale Stables with “Horses and Mules
Constantly on hand” sold in “retail or
carload lots.”

509-511 South Main: FW Spetman
& Brothers Building

The first half of the Spetman building was builtin 1877
and the other side completed in 1880. The building retains
some of the more interesting architecture in the area and
was the location of a variety of businesses through the years.
In 1910 it was the location of jeweler Charles Lebovitz and
in 1918 the address of hoth jeweler Charles Lebovitz and
the clothing store of Wolf Lebovitz.

In 1919 the offices of the Peet Stock Remedy company
were headquartered at 511 section. In 1938 EE Gartin’s
produce market was located here and at present it is utilized
by Richardson Sales and Service, which has been in busi-
ness in Council Bluffs since 1968.

513 South Main: Davidson Building

The Davidson Building was constructed in the late
1880s featuring an unusual cast-iron store-front.. In 1905
this building housed Isaac Cherniss & Sons, grocers, hard-
ware, and dealers in second-hand goods. In 1938 this was
the offices of the Farmer-Labor Press, an outgrowth of the
Farmer-Labor party which appeared in Minnesotain 1918
to bring together urban workers and rural farmers for their
own economic benefit. The Farmer-Labor Party had its
strongest success in Minnesota where it merged with the
Democratic Party in 1944, The Farmer-Labor newspaper
in Council Bluffs lasted until the early 1980s.

523 South Main

This was the location of Otto Kuch's saloon in 1910
when it was named one of the seven “disorderly resorts”

501 « 507 South Main Street

brought to light during the trial of Council Bluffs police
chief George Richmond. Richmond was removed from
office for continuing the decades long practice of kickbacks
from saloons, gambling dens, and brothels to city coffers.
In 1918 this was the address for Albert Anderson'’s restau-
rant and Richard Morrical billiards and then Ollie Vest
billiards in 1922.

527 South Main (

This building was constructed around 1885, Busi-
nesses located here included Oscar Brown’s drugs, paints,
and glass in 1905 and the Haymarket Billiard Parlor by
1938, During a 1946 gambling crackdown 19 men
arrested in the backroom of the Haymarket while shooting
craps.

533 South Main -

This was the location of John Mergen's saloon in 1891
and John Mergen's grocery in 1897. The saloon here was
operated by Stumpf and Droste in 1305 and John
McFarland in 1910. By 1938 this was the location of the
White Front Market.

607 South Main

This was the location of the Krug Saloon which Mayor
Macrae raided when he personally tried to enforce the

prohibition laws here in Council Bluffs. Tn 1910 it was th(

address for the Nelson Brothers’ grocery and meat market
which was taken over by Saul Suvalsky in 1932.

— Fistorical Seciety of Pottawattamic County TN

December 2010




617 South Main: Anderson Company Building

This two-story commercial brick was built in 1894, In
1900 this was the location of the Brown & Wesner Drug
Store and then the Charles Root drug store by 1905. In
1907 this was the address for John Peter Mergen, manager
Willow Springs Brewing which had a large distillery at
Third and Hickory Streets in downtown Omaha. Mergen
was born in Council Bluffs where his father had immi-
grated to from Luxembourg. During the 1890s John
Mergen was running asaloon at 333 South Main. By 1918
Norrgaard & Andersen, garage, gave this as their address,
as did Hans Norregaard auto service in 1938.

619 South Main

This was the address in 1905 for William Plaff’s saloon
which then became the home of Shoemaker Bennet
Markovich in 1910 and tailor Abraham Epstein in 1918.

621-3 South Main: The St. Joe House

One of the oldest buildings in this section of Council
Bluffs was built around 1867 by German immigrant

Nikolovis Kuhi as the St. Joe House hotel. This was back
in the boom years of the construction of the Council Bluffs
& St. Joe railroad. In May 1885 a mob chased down T'om
Wilson after Wilson was caught red handed at the St. Joe
House by Mrs. Heitman, wife of one of the owners. She
jumped him and delayed the thief's escape down the back
stairs and over the fence. The group of outraged citizens
caught up with Wilson at Fourth and Story Streets.

It was still the St. Joe House in 1888 when it was run
by LW, Rick and 1891 when a portion housed ]. Howarth's
saloon. The St. Joe House complex included the St. Joe
Livery, Feed, and Sale Stable as one of the six liveries listed
in the 1891 city directory. In 1895 the St. Joe stables
caught fire as ernbers fell from the sky from the Implement
District fire at 15th Avenue.

Clity directories still listed it as the St. Joe Hotel in 1905
and in 1918 as the St. Joe House with Amos Malberg as
proprietor. By 1938 the Main Street Pharmacy was located
here. The southern, wood-frame portion of the hotel was
razed in the 1970s.

625 South Main: Zephyr Tavern

This was the onetime location of the T.R. Thomas
barber shop along with shoemaker Pater Larsen in 1910
and gunsmith James Davis in 1918. For many years this
building housed the Zephyr Tavern, named for the trains
that arrived daily just down the street. In fact, the Council
Bluffs tavern outlasted the Burlington passenger train by
over a decade. '

620-622 South Main: The Tholl-Weis Building

This remains one of Council Bluffs' most outstanding
19th century building and was constructed in the early
1880s. In 1882, the grocery in the southern half of the
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"Haymarket Highlights,” continued...

building was advertised by Peter Tholl and Herman Kracht
as “Groceries and Provisions” which promised that “Fine
groceries, teas, etc” were “a specialty” and “highest prices
paid for country produce.”

The other section was the long-time location for Royal
Amy Hardware and then Lightning Rod manufacturers
Nelson & Juel by 1910. In 1918 this was the address of the
Council Bluffs offices of Ney Manufacturing. The Can-
ton, Ohio company specialized in hay tools and had branch
offices in Peoria, Minneapolis, and here in Council Biuffs.
Ney Manufacturing rernained at this address in the 1919,
1929, and 1932 city directories.

700 South Main

In 1905 this was the address given for the offices of
Brocksmith Wagon Company of Carrollton, Missouri, the
Rex Buggy Company of Connersville, Indiana, the
Owensboro Buggy Company of Kentucky, and Burg Wagon
Company of Burlington, lowaalong with JS Rowell Manu-
facturing of Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. In 1910 implement
manufacturer Bradley, Merriam & Smith were listed at this
address which then became the offices of the Wilson
Chemical Company, manufacturers of Parawax floor sweep

in 1918.
713 South Main: site of Crystal Mills

During the late 19th century the Crystal Mill &
Grain's flour mill was located on the northeast corner of
South Main and Worth Street. This was another impor-
tant early industry to Council Bluffs originated by German
immigrant H.F. Plumer in 1870, was managed by Thomas
Bowman in the late 1870s, and continued into the first
years of the 20th century.

719 South Main: Arnd Grocery

In 1905 this location was the address of the William
Arnd & Son Grocery. In 1932 and 1938 John Brennan'’s
grocery was here. In later years this building housed Patsy’s

Laundry and Bar and, most recently, Mario’s. r

801-803 South Main: Lacy Block

This building was built for the dual purposes as a fire
station that lasted from 1886 until 1960 and available
rental space. The building’s southern half, 803 South
Main, was the address in 1910 of Julius Katelman junk
store. Julius and his wife were two Russian Jewish immi-
grants who came to Council Bluffs in the late 19th century.
Their sons Joseph and Abe Katelman ended up with the
junkyard on South 6th as Joe became one of the city’s most
colorful politicians during the 20th century. Other chil-
dren were involved in the Katelman Foundry and Katelman
Hardware. '

805 South Main -

This was the location of Jacob Koch's tailor shop inl
1884 then A Stanton’s saloon in 1891, According to the

— Historical Seciety of Pottawattamie County | NGTGTGTNNENR
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”dr{cufmmket Hiﬁhlf ghte, " continued...

1910 and 1918 city directories John McSorley’s grocery
was located here.

813 South Main:

In 1882 Mrs. Billups “restaurant and eating house”
located here offered “meals at all hours” and “Tce ¢ream and
lemonade every evening . In 1897 this was the address for
Charles Neunas's meat market and then Art Grell's meat
market in 1932.

820-822 South Main

During the 1880s the northwest corner of South Main
and 9th Avenue was the location of D.H. McDaneld which
advertised as dees, Tallow, Peits, Wools, and Furs”. The
company was established in 1868 with headquarters in
Chicago and buying operation/warehouse operations
throughout the West, including Grand Island, Nebraska,
Springfield, Missouri, Aspen, Colorado, Idaho, and else-
where. In 1938 Jo Erlewine, hides and furs, was listed at
this address.

19th Avenue

Originally Oak Street, this corner was dominated in
the early 20th century by the Chicago & Great Western
passenger depot that was built in 1903, The Great Western
was last major railroad to build into Council Bluffs. In
1906 Switchman William Cook killed when he was crushed
between two Great Western passenger cars a block west at
South 6% and 9" Avenue and in January 1907 Underwood
banker Royal Felton was killed at the Great Western
crossing right on South Main. The Great Western depot
was torn down in 1955 for a new depot that still stands
along on the west side of Third Street and 15th Avenue and
the Great Western was merged into the Chicago & North-
western in 1968.

924 South Main: Scofield Building:

In 1910 this was the address for Jensen & Son Grain
Company and for Claar Transfer in 1919, In the 1930s it
became the well known location of Roy Scofield Feed. This
was on the outskirts of town when the Council Bluffs [ron
Works first opened at this location. The three-story brick

building with its immense belching smokestacks was an
early landmark and an important industry for the city, In
1866 the Council Bluffs & St. Joe railroad was granted
rights to build a single-track line all the way up the middle
of South Main right to it. Charles Hendrie was president
in 1882 when the Iron Works advertised that it manufac-
tured “Engines, Boilers, Mining, and General Machinery”
that specialized in “stamp mills, smelting furnaces, hoisters,
and general mill machinery” and opened an additional
foundry on the south side of 10th Avenue and South Main.

10th Avenue

This was originally Pine Street. A 49 year old woman
who lived at 117 12th Avenue was run over here by a
northbound streetcar. This was right after she just got off
the southbound streetcar and took a step too quick across
the street. Her right arm
below the elbow and left leg below the knee both had to be
amputated.

1013 South Main: site of Bill’'s Beer Tavern

Razed during the 1990s, this two story brick building
with its distinctive frontage was listed in 1897 as the
location of John Miller's meat market. In 1910 Lee
Mitchell's saloon was located here which was shut down
three years later after an injunction was filed by the Anti-
Saloon League.

In 1918 Charles Morgan operated a restaurant in the
building but by 1938 it had become Bill's Tavern and then
Bill's Beer Tavern by 1950. In its final years the business
continued as the Main Street Saloon.
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1000 South Main: Pioneer Implement

Pioneer Implement was established in 1892 with long-
time Council Bluffs businessman Eli Shugart as president.
Pioneer offered an incredible variety of farm implements
along with horse-drawn vehicles, phaetons, surreys, cut-
ters, and spring buggies. By 1910 Pioneer Implement in
Council Bluffs was the jobbing house for 26 different
companies, including La Crosse Plow of Wisconsin, Ander-
son Carriage of Detroit, Kimball Brothers and E. Children’s
of Council Bluffs, Richardson Manufacturing of Worces-
ter, Massachusetts, and the Jackson Automobile made in
Jackson, Michigan. Pioneer marketed the Jackson in
western lowa, Nebraska, and parts of Missouri and South
Dakota. Jackson Automaobile went out of business in 1923
and Pioneer eventually became part of International Har-
vester, as did many of the companies that had once had
their own offices in the Implement District. The Septem-
ber walking tour included a trip inside the historic building
through the Harvester Lofts.

1001-1015 South 6th: McCormick Harvesting
Building

The building adjacent to Pioneer Implement might
just be more historically significant than its older neighbor.

It was constructed in 1895 when Harold

McCormick was sent to oversee the

company's Council Bluffs operation.

McCormick later went back to Chicago,
divorced John D. Rockefeller's daughter, \'
and became the head of International Har-

vester. He was succeeded in the company by

a former clerk he brought from Council

Bluffs, Alexander Legge, who was president

from 1922-33. By 1911 the company also sold automo-

biles in Council Bluffs, including the ITHC 30 for $1400

and the more economical IHC auto buggy for $840, along

with a line of delivery wagons and trucks., Over the years

many of the varied concerns of the Implement District

became part of International-Harvester,

View looking north

Pioneer Implement on is on the right, McCormick
Harvesting in the middle, and on the left the Union Pacific
Freight Warehouse at South 6th and 10th Avenue which
was constructed when that railroad built tracks into the
Implement District in 1887.

The Ouren Seed Company's three-story warehouse
was once located nearby until it was destroyed in a fire.

(Continued next page)
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1019-1021 South Main: site of Rock Island Hotel

The two-story Lowers House Hotel stood on this spot
in the 1880s. In 1885 the proprietor Mrs. Shoop had her
husband arrested as a “vagrant and habitual drunkard”. He
got fined $50 and was given 15 days up in the Squirrel Cage
Jail. Late that year the Lowers House had a new owner, Phil
Mergen, and name: The Mergen Hotel. It was still the
Mergen in 1890 but by 1919 was known as the Rock Island
Hotel. The 1918 and 1922 directories list 1021 as the
location of Mary Woods confectionary.

1100 South Main: site of David Bradley & Company

David Bradley & Company originally built a four story
warehouse in the 1890s on the west side of South Main at
lith Avenue. The company was named for the “Pioneer
Plowman” and located at North Kankakee, [llinois, which
later renamed itself Bradley. After 1910 the company
became part of Sears & Roebuck which sold Bradley farm
and then garden equipment until the 1960s.

1102 South Main:

In 1918 this wasthe address for Pennsylvania Consum-
‘ers Oil Company. In 1919, Ford Transfer & Storage were
listed here along with the offices of agricultural implement
manufacturer King & Hamilton. In 1928 it was home to
George Porgie cereal, Atlantic Pacific & Guifin 1936, and
Minrulux Company, a stock feed supplement, in 1938,

12th Avenue

Originally Durant Street, in 1870 the Burlington &
Missouri River railroad was at 12th Avenue and Fourth
Street. During the 1890s the Wabash railroad freight
depot was on the north side of 12th Avenue and South
Fourth and Rosenfeld's Anheuser-Busch beer warehouse
was across the street. Anheuser-Busch was the first Ameri-
can brewery to ship its beer over refrigerated railcars and
they rolled into Council Bluffs straight from St. Louis. Five
blocks west of South Main on 1 2th Avenue was the location
of the original Rock Island passenger depot which blew up
in a dynamite explosion. A block west on South 6th was
where one of the city’s first 150 foot tall light towers was
installed in 1887. During the 1890s the McFarlan Car-
riage Works of Connersville, Indiana had a warehouse on
12th Avenue and South Sixth and John Clausen’s Transfer

I 7cio:ciical Society of Pottawattamic County
o ,

was at 1216 South Sixth. Clausen was a German immi-
grant who the opened “One Horse Grocery” at West
Broadway and Park Avenue after the Civil War. During
the 1890s Clausen’s Transfer distribution for the South
Bend Chilled Plow Company of Indiana along with plows
and cultivators made in Michigan, and wagons and buggies
that came from Moline, Illinois.

1200 South Main: Atlantic, Pacific & Gulf service
station.

At 12th Avenue and South Main stands a now rare
gothic relic from the early days of automotive transporta-
tion. During the 1930s this was one of six gas stations
operated by the company in Council Bluffs.

1201 South Main/407 11th Avenue

That was the address given for the CB&(Q passenger
depot. In 1920, Dan Newberry, Burlington Superinten-
dent at the U.P. Transfer, hitched a ride back here to walk
home and eat his supper. He rode on the back of the car and
noticed a mail bag laying alongside the tracks. This soon
led to the discovery of the Great Council Bluffs Mail Train
Robbery, the largest in U.S. history up to that time. The
Burlington depot was a daily stop for the famed Burlington
Zephyrs until the end of passenger service when it was
purchased by Blue Star Foods and torn down,

1216 South Main: Rock Island Plow

This was the 1905 address of Rock Island Plow Com-
pany which was listed as a jobbing house for Rock Island
Plow and five other companies in 1910. This was also the
address for Dwarfies cereal in 1932. Dwarfies started in
1926 promoting an "“alt wheat” cereal with own cartoon
characters. A 1947 fire at the factory ended production
which was then operating three shifts, 24 hours a day.

December 2010



1218-1230 South Main: Sandwich and Marseilles

The northern portion of this complex was the 1897
address for Marseilles Manufacturing of lllinois, Marseilles
was eventually bought out by John Deere and later it was
part of the branch office for Sandwich Manufacturing of
Sandwich, Illinois along with the transfer agents for Pattee
Plow and Woodmansee Manufacturing. Sandwich
Manufacturing’s original office was in the southern por-
tion of the complex at 1228 South Main. Sandwich
continued until 1930 when it was sold to New Idea.

1300 South Mairn: Peru Plow and Union Transfer

This was the location of the three-story warehouse for
Peru Plow and Implement. Adjacent on the south was the
four-story warehouse of the Union Transfer Company,
incorporated in 1893, In 1897 Union Transfer housed
offices for Minnesota Thresher Manufacture, Parry Manu-
facturing which produced carriages in Indianapolis, and
Cahill Wagons. In peak years Union Transfer distributed

the products of 30 different manufacturers as the jobbing

house for implements manufactured in Michigan, four
Jocations in Illinois, and two in Indiana, The building
burned in 1906.

Deere, Wells & Company

The John Deere warehouses stretched along the east
side of South Main across from 14th Avenue, originally
Walnut Street, and had their start in the 1880s as a
partnership between local agent Lucius Wells and John
Deere. By 1891 the company promoted themselves as the
“leading and largest house of its kind in the Northwest".
An 1895 fire destroyed their expansive ware- &
houses along with a fence works, and the Empkie-
Shugart Warehouse at South Main and 15th
Avenue. The Burlington freight houses were
Jater located in this area (photo at right}.

(Story and photos by Ryan Roenfeld.
My, Roenfeld is president of the Historical
" Society of Pottawattamie County,)

Some Parting Comments

Ryan Roenfeld wraps up his term as president
with a few personal comments
and observations...

No, I still didn't get the roof of the Jail patched or the
rolling stock covered at RailsWest. Allthe same, the financials
are decent, people can sit and watch the trains at the depot,
and the Jail fence got painted. hope you all have a chance to
enjoy Santa and cookies at the RailsWest this holiday season
and hope to see you at the upcoming annual meeting. Still,
as | finish my two year tenure as president of the organization
[ still can not help but think of how much more should be
done. There was, for instance, little outreach into the county.
At one point I was contacted by someone who wanted to
know what I wanted to do with the old Taylor Station post
office/store out around Elmwood Road and 345th Street that
was going to be torn down. Pleasant Taylor ran the stage-
coach stop here between Des Moines and Council Bluffs and
the Taylor Station post office first opened in 1874. It was
then known as Taylor from 1883-1907. I didn't know what
to do with it. [ talked to my old boss at the State Historical
Society and neither one of us knew what to do with it either
other than tell this guy that we wished he wouldn't tear it
down. [ tried make the museums and municipalities in that
area aware of it and think [ even tracked down one of Pleasant
Taylor's descendants. I'm not sure if they've torn it down or
someone saved it. [ still haven't been to Taylor Station. Have
you?

Along the same lines, ] had hoped to create more interest
in Council Bluffs' own unique history before too much of it
is gone for good. So much more of old Courcil Bluffs seems
to have disappeared since this century began: the Brown
Derby, Monarch Manufacturing, the Council Bluffs Drive-
In, Sylvanus Dodge's house, that big old mansion on North
Broadway that the Lincoln Highway passed by all those years,
America's oldest Dairy Queen, the East Broadway Bronco's,
Omaha Standard, that old house next to Bloomer. Even
Bud's Hobby where painter Bob Ross once appeared is gone
and some guy running a bobcat told me that building was
solid as could be. How many others did I miss? How many




"Darting Conuments,” continued...

more century old barns and com-cribs were there out in
Pottawattamie County ten years ago? Did anyone take a
picture? [ can’t just ask Dick Peterson silly questions anymore
either.

Perhaps the 24th Street art controversy has distracted too
much attention from the assets Council Bluffs already pos-
sesses, with a historic character differentiating the city fromso
many other look-a-like jerkwaters along Interstates 80 and
29. Such a loss seems to be the neighborhood on the south
side of 9th Avenue east of 4th Street which seems destined to
be replaced by Con-Agra’s fence. Frankly, as we enter the
second decade of the Z2lst century it seems increasingly
ignorant to just tear down anything remaining from the 19th
century. Perhaps it is still ill-advised to start burning Banquet
pot-pies out at South Main and 9th Avenue but there surely
needs to be more advacacy for the city'é rich historical assets.
It sometimes seems that too many times the city’s heritage is
viewed as impediments to its future instead of a vital oppor-
tunity. After all, someone told me not so long ago that they
should rebuild the facades of all of the buildings they tore
down on Broadway to build Midlands Mall. That was over 30
years ago. And truly, the somewhat Stalinesque mall and
parking garage have not aged gracefully with either architec-

Renew Your Membership Today!

tural style or freeze and thaw. And what happened to that bhig
clock all them school kids contributed money to build?

Admittedly, the new home of the Council Bluffs Charmber
of Commerce, the Harvester Lofts in the Pioneer Implement
building, and the inclusion of the 100 block of West Broad-
way, Willow/Bluff/Third, the Lincoln/Fairview, and Park/
Glen historical districts to the National Register are all
positive signs of growing recognition of utilizing the cultural
resources that the city already possesses. Council Bluffs will
soon prepare a new comprehensive plan that one can only
hope recognizes the importance that the city’s historic fabric
could and should play in its future,

- - Rvan Roenfeld
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