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1449 Lexiiigton Avenue,
New York City, I^ionday, 10th, 1887

Genl. Grenville W, Dodge,
Washington.Building,

,.No. 1 Broadway.
Dear Sir: • •

Your kind favor acknowledging receipt of the Photo frorii my
Black and White painting of "Fuller at Atlanta" came this A. N.. I
feel elated with your j-raise of it. Am sorry I did not find you in,
I will be at No. 1 Broadway at 11 A. M. to-morrow, then I trust to
have the pleasure of seeing you. -

I did not 'Witness the Battle of Atlanta. I at that time -

was with the Army of the Potomac in the Capacity of special Artist for
Frank Leslie's.

I  joined Sherman's column at Savannah for Leslie and was
with his coluinn till we reached Washington.

Gen'l Fuller had a southern artist make the sketch of the
lay of the ground at Atlanta for ne and that and Gen'l Fuller's
explanation to r>e personally (we met at B\iffalo last July) was all I
had to go by. The original I made for him is ,22 X 28 inches ex
clusive of niat and fran.e . He paid me ,^250. for it. I wish much
you could see it. . .

For the present and till tomorrow, adieu.

Very respectfully, ; I

James E. Taylor.

Formerly Co. "B" 10th N. Y, Vols) . . ,
(2 year Regt)

.>f



Clipiiing from Cincinnati Comniercial Gazette.

■James E. Taylor's i^?ar Pictures.

We ha.ve J;ad the pleasure lately of looding over some photo^";!'
graphs of war scenes from the pencil of tir. James E» Taylor, of .
New York, whose boyhood wcs spent in Cinciniati. Mr. Taylor is cer
tainly on the road to high distinction in this branch of-art. He has
produced fourteen large conipositioris on operations of the army and
navy in the civil war, three of which have been painted for the '"^'ar
Department upon order of General Sherman. These represent Commodore
porter'-s gunboat fleet passing the rebel batteries on the night of
April 16, 1863; General Blair's Seventeenth Corps crossing Big Black
River at night, May 27, 1863, during Grant's march upon Vicksburg;
and the final grand review of the • army in 'Vashington, Kay, 1865. Mr.
Taylor's other comprehensive military drawings embrace Banks' battle
of Vermillion Bayou; the first assault of the Confederates at the
Battle of Cedar Creek; Sheridan's Ride; Custer's ride ti.rough Harper's
Ferry in 1864 to join Sheridan at Bollivar Heights; the-death of
Lieutenant Joi.n T. Greble, the first regular officer killed in the
war; the burial of Major 7'inthrop by Confederates; General Butler's
first dealing with what he termed "contrabands of War;" and several
allegorical pictures.

The latest additians to the list are Sheridan and his
cavalry Generals at Dinwiddie C. H. the day before Lee's surrender, and
the-Battle of Atlanta. Ti:e latter shows a whole brigade on each
side engaged, and is one of the best representations of real war yet
n.ade by any artist. Mr. Taylor does not idealize, and herein is one
secret of his growing fame with army and navy men. His pictures car
ry the soldier back-to the tumult and tremendous strain of the bat
tle just as they were. His scenes gain in dramatic interest from
this fidelity to the truth, and his honest treatment of the bravery
of the tropps on both sides.

Mr. Taylor has also . produced a dozen pictures of recent
Indian warfare that are only less notable because the subject is
less grand. His Indians are veritable red men of the'plains in their
last contests with the irresistible power closing in around them. A
movenient is on foot in Albany to have Mr. Kaylorpaint for the State
Capitol two large war pictures commemorating some of the heroic deeds
of New York troops.
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January, 1887.

John C. C. ,
Professor of Civil Engineering and
Coinniandant of Cadets.

Norwich University,
tdlitary and Engineering i^epartment

Northfield, Vt., Jany. 3, 1887.

To the

Hon. Secretary of '^ar,
Washington, h, C.

Sir:

The following petition is respectfully submitted to your con
sideration

That it is the earnest request of the Officers and Trustees
of th.is Institution, that you detail an Off leer-of the Army as Frofesscr
-of Tviiiitary Science and Tactics in Norwich University, Vermont; an in
stitution whose history and reputation is already known to you and to
the country.

Probably no institution in America lother than West Point has
bettor or stronger claims to the assistance and patronage of the
Government than Norwich University. No other institution has furnished
more or better trained men in proportion to its numjerical strength.

Disaster by fire and other mdsfortunes for several years told
severely upon the University and for some years the institution was at
a low ebb. During that time the regular appointed U. S. Oiiicer re
signed and the -^tate of Vermont furnished arms and equipment.

In recognition of the great services rendered the Government
by Norwich University the State has granted the Institution a state
scholarshii) lor each and every state Senator which has given it new life
and strength. The Corps of Ccdets has been incorporated into the re
gular N'alitia and the school taken under protection of the State.

It has been the earnest endeavor of the Faculty and Trustees
to maintain fully its former high standard of Military Institution and
that instruction is the prominent feature of the University to-day.
T'o maintain or improve this standard it is hoped a thorough disciplin
arian and accomplished soldier may be furnished.

To strengthen the claims of Verniont and this Uollege for a
regular detailed Oiiicer a few statistics are n.entioned.

Vermont vurnished between thrity-four and thirty-five thous
and soldiers in the late civil war and how nobly the New England
Kegiment behaved in the Mexican War is a part oi the Military History
of the Country. The reputation of the Vermont and New England Regi
ments is largely due to the training of her Officers in Norwich



University. Her Honor Roll in the late civil war contains the names
of twelve generals, twenty-five colonels, forty field officers, fifty-
five captains, one hundred and forty-three lieutenants, and a thous
and non-conmiissioned oificers and preivates.

Probably no school other than the National Academy can pretend
to claim one fifth the number of men who have done sei'vice for their

Country. ■

This matter may h. ve been brought to your attention before
but Slaving learned the officer heretofore granted this has been re
called to his regiment, it was deemed a proper occasion to present
this petition and solicit your interest in this request, "to grant
Norwich University a regular detailed Officer."

Nopwidh Univer-sity fully meets the requirements of the Be-
vised Statutes Section 1225 approved July 5, 1884 as the inclosed-,
certificate may attest, and the War Uepartmeni.s r-ttention is specially
called to the improved condition and flattering prospects of the in
stitution. It is said that History repeats itself and it seenis that
Norwich Univer-sity is destined to equal her former glory of which Genl.
W. F. Sherman in speaking of General T. B. Ransom says, "He became prin
cipal of Norwich University then, as since, an Academy of great re
nown. This military school at one tine alii.ost rivaled the National
Military Academy of West Point, and there many a man who afterwards
became famous in the Mexican and Civil wars first drank in the in
spirations of patriotism and learned the lessons of the art of war."

The Signal Service Bureau have recently established a station
and observatory here end detailed an officer in charge which act togethff'
with the state aid given makes the University more and miore a Govern
ment Institution.

Acconiianying herewith are a catalogue of the University and
several letters and certificates from Alumni and Friends of the
Institution which are respectfully submitted with this petition.

Hoping this miay meet your hearty approval and early reply,

Most respectfully,

etc ,, etc.,

■  • George Nichols,

Prest.

Norwich University,
























































































































































































































































