
Extract from the record on file in the War Department upon

which a Medal of Honor was awarded to General Charles H. T. Collis

by the Secretary of War,

"At the ba tie of Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862, the 1st
Brigade, 1st Division, 3rd Corps, was moving rapidly in colunn closed
en masse from Franklin's crossing to the point at which the Perns-
ylvania Reserves under General Meade were hotly engaged v/ith the enemy.
When changing direction to the right from the Bowling Green road, in or
dor to deploy in line of battle and engage the enemh, Genl.' John C,
Robinson commanding the Brigade was unhorsed by a solid shot which
killed his horse, his Adjutant General was severely wounded by a
shell, and his orderly was killed. All this happened in full view of
the troops and caused them to hesitate and halt. Lying upon the

Cground Genl. Robinson told Col. Chas. H. ollis, commanding
leading regiment to "pitch in. " Collis' regiment led the column
and had been moving at double laJLck upto this point, but the severe
artillery firing to which it was ubjected made it waver. T'ris however
was only momentary. Col. Collis appreciating the peril ofthe occasion
siezed the colors or his regiment -nd galloping to the front, called
upon his men to follow, which appeal v/as so promptly responded to
that the impetuosity of this charge, supported by another regiment,
saved Rankolph's andLMngston's batteries from capture, enabled Genl.
Meade to retire from the field, andresulted in the capture of the 61st
Georgia Rcgimei t entire. The crest of the hill reached by these
troops was successfully held until the Army of the Potomac with
drew , and their conduct was commended upor the field by
General Robinson, Birney and Stoneman ".



March, 1863. (With the C^ompiiments of hdward K. hipiey,
Foriiierly Goininanding Richmond)

City Point, March 17, 1863.

Grig. Genl. Winder,

Sir:

A flag of Truce boat has arrived with 350 political prisoners,
Genl. Barren and several other prominent men are amongst them. I
wish you to send me at 4 o'clock Wednesday morning all the iViintary
prisoners (except Officers) and all the political prisoners you have.
If any of the Political prisoners have on hand proof enough to Convict
them of being spies, or of having committed other offinces which
should subject them to punishment, so state opposite their names.
Also state whether you think under all the circumstances they should
be released. The arrangements I have made works largely in our favor.
We get rid of a set oi' miserable wretches and receives some of the best
material I ever saw. Tell Capt. Turner to put down on the list of
Political prisoners, the names of Edward G. Eggling and Eugenia Ram-
mermaster, the President is anxious the,; should get off. They are
here now. This, of course, is between ourselves. If they have any
female political prisoners whom you can send off safely to keep her
company, I would like you to send her.

Two hundred and odd more poLiticAl prisoners are on their
way.

I should be more full in my communication if I had time.

Yours truly,

Robt. Ould,

Agent of Exchange.

Send all called for in this letter unless they are charged with sone
criminal offence.

Jno. F. Winder,

Brig. Genl.

'Vt-
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Feb. 14, 1864.
New York, Feb. 14, 1864.

The question in that
bten settled in a very

Hon. John A. Logan,
United States Senate,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir;

In reply to your letter of the 11th, I have to say that
my response must be from memory entirely, having no data at hand to
refer to. In regard to the order from you to go to Louisville and
Nashville, for the purpose of relieving Gen. Thomas, I never thought
of the question who should command the combined armies of the Cumber
land and the Ohio.

I was simply dissatisfied with the slowness of Gen. Thomas*
moving, and sent you out with orders to relieve him. No doubt if the
order had been carried out the-question would immediately have arisen
as to who was entitled to the combined command, provided Gen. Schofield
was senior in rank to you, which i do not know that he was. I know
that his confirmation as a major general took place long after yours,
but I do not know the date of his commission. The question in that
case, of the command of the whole, would have bten settled in a very
few hours by the use of the telegraph between fiashville and Washing
ton. I vas in Washington when you arrived in Louisville and telegraphed
me that Gen. Thomas had moved, and as I remember the telegram, ex
pressing gratification that he had done so. I was then on my way to
Nashville myself, and remained over a day in Washington, hoping that
Thomas might still move. Of course I was gratified when I learned
that he had moved because it was a very delicate and unpleasant matter
to remove a man of Gen. Thomas' character and standing before the
country. Still I had urged him so long to move that I had come to
think it a duty. Of course, in sending you to relieve in Gen.
Thomas, I meant no reflection whatever upon Gen. Schofield, who was
commianding the Army of the Ohio because I thought that he had done
very excellent service in pushing the entire force under hood a few
days before, some twenty-five miles south of Nashville.

Very truly yours,

U. S. Grant."

The fact that Schofield was second in command to Thomas,

who was a very efficient soldier and whom Grant had great confidence in,

it is evident that he expected that if Thomias was relieved, Schofield

would fall to the conimand.

General Grant explains this in a letter to General Schofield

as follows:



wxii'gi

May, 1864

General Sherman,

Headqrs 2d Dlv. 16th A. C.
May 15, 1864, 12 m,

The bridge is finished, one brigade across and the balance
of Sweeny's command crossing. The rebels are not visible in any
large force. The troops are entrenching themselves on the other
side.

I will send out a small cavalry force to feel the fnont
after the infantry and artillery have crossed.

Corse, Brig-Gen.

P. S. Should like to hear what is the condition of affairs with you.
There will be another bridge across soon.

Hdqrs. 2d Div. i6th, A. C.,
Lay's Ferry, May 15, 1864,

Gen. Sherman,

After gaining possession of the other bank and getting two
brigades into position, Jackson's brigade of Aaiker's division, Hardee's
corps, assaulted in line of battle and drove our men towards the
river, till the batteries in position on this side opened with such
execution as to send themback followed by our men capturing and killir^
quite a number. This assault proved advantageous to us lin two ways,
one, it gave us command of a better position, and another it so de
moralized the enemy as to deter him from attempting the same thing
again. We are now in possession of a ridge about one half mile from
the bridges which when properly fortified, which will be done to
night, will resist a large force. I have been over the ground and
think the position quite strong. We found forty dead rebels on the
field. We lost about 100 killed and woxmded. The prisoners captured
belong respectively to the 5th, 65, 47 and 8th Ga. infantry, and 5th
M'iss. Div. The Division embraces i^-ercer's, Jackson's,Steven's and
Gift's brigades, each about 1200 strong, two batteries cf four guns each.
The Div. has been employed in patrolUig the R. between Resaca and
Calhoun, and arrived here about 11 a.m. to-day under orders from Hardee .
I further learned that torrest was extended at Galhoun last night.
Martin's division of cavalry with one battery has been here all the
time, we have, bat our artillery hurt them so as to compel them to
leave last night. I have not yet heard from the cavalry force 1
sent down towards Rome. Will use them to protect the flanks and re
main here to-night. We are quite anxious to hear of Thomas's efiort.
By the way the prisoners said of our shells, from McPherson's front,
I think, struck one of the rebel regiments, passing over the bridge at
Resaca yesterday at a double quick and killed and hurt many. This
bridge is near the R. R. bridge.

Corse, Brig-Gen,


