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* Wrecked Locomotives, Model Livestock and Passenger trains, an
an Unscrupulous Railroad Builder on RailsWest January Schedule

il

1890

Don't waste January sitting around gloomily waiting for spring to come. It's nice and warm at the
Society's RailsWest Railroad Museum and all month long we 're talking trains.

Saturday, January 9, Society president Ryan Roenfeld kicks off the month with a presentation about
railroad builder Jay Gould, held by some to be the archetypal unscrupulous 19th century businessman.
Legal loopholes, stock manipulation, insider trading... all in a days work for Jay Gould. But along the way
he built some mighty impressive railroads, and ensured his position as one of the wealthiest Americans of
his day. Join us as Mr. Roenfeld separates fact from fiction, telling some fascinating tales about big business
in the 1800's. 'T'he program is scheduled for 1 p.m.

The following Saturday, January 16, it's Council Bluffs/Omaha trains Then and Now as the Greater
Omaha Society of Model Engineers spotlight the history of local railroading. Livestock, coal, and passenger
trains are featured and will be running all day ong across the group's impressive layout.

On January 23rd train talk turns to stories about a man who probably wrecked more locomotives than
anyorne in the world... and he did it on purpose.

Find the details for these programs on page 5. Remember to check the Society's website as new events
are frequently being added. You can find us on the web at www. TheHistoricalSociety.org. Society members
are admitted free to the museumns and programs.

Society Annual Meeting and Banquet Set for January 17

The annual banquet and business meeting of the Historical Society of Pottawattamie will be held Sunday, January
17, 4 p.m., at the Pizza King, Oak Street and North Broadway, in Council Bluffs. There is no set fee for the banquet;
those in attendance will order from the menu, The meeting will include the installation of new officers. All HSPC
members should have received a ballot by first class mail.

To ensure sufficient seating an RSVP is requested. Members are asked to phone the HSPC office at 323-2509 and
leave a message with a staff member or on the voice mail as to the number in their party.




Feedback From Qur Readers...

Member Journalreaders have kept the e-mail and postal
mailbox busy since our last issue. Several commented on
the Kanesville painting donated recently by Judge Pat
Tinley and our story of its incredible historical significance.
Most questioned the date of the painting. They were
correct. The printed version of the Journal described the
painting as documenting the infant city in 1892, That was
in error. The painting actually dates from 1852, a 40 year
difference that was very significant Kanesville's history,
The date appeared correctly in the electronic on-line edi-
tion. We regret the errar.

One reader asked for more information about the
painting's original owner. “Your story about the donated
Kanesville painting said it belonged to Matt Tinley. Can
you please tell us more about Mr. Tinley? Is he the person
the Tinley School was named for?”

Mathew A. Tinley was a Council Bluffs physician, but
probably was just as well known for his military service. Lt.
General Tinley was born March 5, 1876 and served in the
Spanish American War and World War I. He started
service as a private and rose quickly through the ranks,
oftenserving inthe heart of the action. From 1924 through
1340 he commanded the 34™ division of the National
(Guard made up of troops from four states. Tinley School,
built on the site of the former Eighth Street School, was
named in his honor.

In eulogizing General Tinley the Historical Society’s
first president, Judge Folsom FEverest, said Tinley epito-
mized the citizen soldier, He noted his leadership skills of
selflessness, inspiration, courage, and humility came not by
accident but from hard work,

Tinley credited General Grenville Dodge as the source
of his inspiration. When the state of lowa took over
funding for the National Guard General Tinley asked the
trustees of the Dodge Light Guard to use the money they
had raised to support the guard to go toward purchasing
and restoring the Dodge home. A plaque was placed at the
Dodge home in 1961 dedicated to Matthew A. Tinley and
the Dodge Light Guard in recognition of their service to the
countiry and their gift to the home. Dr, Tinley lived at 520
Third Street, the home where Judge Pat Tinley recalls
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seeing the painting that he recently donated to the Society.
Dr. Tinley died in 1956.

This just scratches the surface about this fascinating,
man. A good place to learn more is in the book Sﬂent]-[lﬂi

Speak where Society members William Ramsey and Betty

Shrier have devoted several pages to him. If you haven'ta

copy they are now available for purchase at the reception

desk at Childrens' Square, North 6th Street and Avenue E,

during office hours.

Another reader was going through a relative's memora-
bilia and found a pin labeled Order of Owls. She asks if the
Owls were related to the Masons. The answer is yes and no.
There were actually two organizations with very similar
names. |he independent International order of Owls is a
Masonically related group that was organized in 1890 in St.
Louis. Only Master Masons were eligible to join; local
units were called nests. There was an unrelated group
called Order of Owls that formed in South Bend, Indiana
in 1904. Despite the similar name they had no relation to
the Masons, As the membership was less restrictive they
were the larger of the Owls groups peaking with 600,000
members in 2148 nests across the country by 1920. Mem-
bership dwindled over time, dropping to just 40,000 by
1980. !

Jaycee Jamieson found an old bottle at Lewis and Clark
Monument park and was curious where it came from. The
bottleislabeled "Morgan & Dickey, 142 Broadway, Coun-
cil Bluffs." The bottle appears to refer to a drug store
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established at 142 West Broadway by Dell Morgan in
1901. The business operated for a number of years; Mr.,
Morgan appears to have passed away in the mid 1920’s and
the building became a grocery store. Hiswidow, Winifred,
lived into the 1940’s. Their residence was on Harrison
Street.

Thanks to the diligent work of many concerned pres-
ervationists the building still stands today as a part of the
Historic 100 Block, the entire north side of which is on the
National Register of [Historic Places. The building was
built in 1892 and was originally a dry goods store (see the
photographs below from 1901 and 1978, courtesy of
Society member Richard Miller who was very active in the
block's historic designation. Medicine bottle photo sub-
mitted by Denise Connerley).

"Do you have any information on
how some of the streets in Council Bluffs got their name?
I am very curious as to how Perrin Avenue got it's name."
Street names can be a challenge. We put this question to

Brian Mann asks,

our usual Society gurus but got no solid answer. In the
absence of facts we decided to take a guess. It might well
be named after Samuel Perin, who was a very active
surveyor based out of Council Bluffs in the mid 1800's.
Council Bluffs businessmen were just starting to try and
create Omaha City about that time and he did a lot of that
work. Early homes on Perrin date to the time he would
have been active, e.g., the home of local cigar and tobacco
magnate John Lutz at 716 Perrin is listed as having been
built in 1887 according to Society member Jean Whittaker
in Farly Homes of Council Biuffs. Note until about 1930
Council Bluffs had a Perrin Avenue and a Perrin Street; the
latter was then changed to Carson Street. Curiously early
maps spell Perrin with just one "r" as did Samuel Perin.
Again we caution the source of this street name is just
speculation; members with any additional information are
encouraged to give us a call.

Finally, Keith Brandt writes, "Is there a resource that
tellsabout the history of and information about both Island
Park and Carr Lake? At one time | remember actually
fishing on Carr Lake, but don't believe it's there any
longer. Also, was Island Park an actual town or a railroad
stop? 1 recently acquired an old map (probably about
1920) of the Omaha/CB area showing both Carr Lake and
Island Park and it prompted me to find additional informa-
tion about them." We published an article about Island
Park and Carr Lake in the Member Journal a number of
years ago. We'll reprint it starting on the next page for
everyone's reference.
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In the early part of the 20th century Council Bluffs boasted that the it had more public park land than any
city of its size and population in the United Sates. The southern most park in the city was the third largest of |
the Council Bluffs park system... Island Park.

The early history of Council Bluffs
can be taken to paint a somewhat unre-
fined picture of the young city, but the
natural beauty of the area and the need for
relaxation wasn't lost on early civic lead-
ers. Opening with the words “Buried deep
within the soul of every dweller of the city
lies an inherent desire to rub elbows with
nature” a 1914 report on the status of the
city park system proudly points to hun-
dreds of acres of parks already in existence
at that time and heralded plans to develop
and build more.

A 1913 report on the park system
outlined several goals for selecting new
park lands, including preservation of some
of the best scenery of the area, distribution
within the community to serve all parts of
the city, and being in locations to antici-
pate the city's growth.

The park commission appeared
pleased that they had four large parks to
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anchor the system on each side of the city;
Dodge Park on the west, Lakeview on the
north, Fairmount on the east, and Island
Park on the south.

Island Park came about from the same
influence that created Fairmount Park,
the vision of Park Commissioner A.C,
Graham. Graham, who was referred to by
later Park Commissioner H.G. MeGee as
“that hard headed nature loving Scots-
mar,” was a tireless advocate of park de-
velopment in early Council Bluffs.

In 1879 Graham becarme impressed
with a tract of land he hunted on about
four miles south of the city. With the city
park network always on his mind he envi-
stoned this property as the southern an-
chor park of Council Bluffs system, with
a-scenic drive.conneeting it to.the other
parks, possibly even turning it into a re-
sort. Mr. Graham commented that there
was no particular hurry about developing
the park, but rather it could be considered
an investment for the future that could be
availed when the need arose.

Just as with the land that would be-
come Lakeview (Big Lake) Park, the
United States Government held title to
the property since it was within the mean-
der line of the Missouri River. Local
Congressman Colonel William Fletcher
Sapp introduced bills that were successful
in giving the land for Lakeview Park as
well as 72 acres of land, which included

Carr Lake, tothe city through a special act
of Congress in 1880. Thirty acres of
adjoining wooded property was purchased
by the Board of Park Commissioners from
O.H. Lucas, the chief of police, bringing
Island Park to 102 acres and establishing
it as the third largest park in the Council
Bluffs system. Both Island and Lakeview
Parks were unique in that they were city
parks vet outside the city limits.

Island park was right on the Chicago
Burlington and Quincy railroad line and
while it attracted some picnickers and
sportsmmen from the city most of the eyes
that feasted on it's beauty were likely
locking out through the windows of C.B.
& Q. passenger trains. Large and stately
elm trees were a signature feature of the
park.

[sland Park was never developed by

the city. Over 50 years aflter it's creation
a 1933 park department report still passed
it off as something for the future. By 1950
reports nolonger made reference to Island
Park in planning.

Today the traveler on Interstate 29
passes just a few hundred yards from Carr
Lake, though there is no longer any water
to be seen. The only clue to the past
history of the location is a sign on the
BNSF tracks reading "Island Park."

(Story by Richard Warner. Dr. Warner is
editor of the Society's "Member Journal")
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- Carr Lake
 in 1885
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New Winter Activities at the RailsWest Railroad Miiseum

Winter Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 - 4 p.m.
Reduced admission: $3, age five and under free. No charge for HSPC members.

January 9, 1:00 p.m.- Historical Society president Ryan Roenfeld speaks about infamous railroad
industrialist Jay Gould.

January 16, 10 - 4 p.m.- The Greater Omaha Society of Model Engineers will be running trains that
symbolize then and now in the area. Livestock was king in the days of steam and coal is the king in the
days of the diesel, so they will be running long stock and coal trains along with some of the favorites
we hear about, the shiny passenger trains.

January 23- Train Talk 11 - 1 p.m. Jim Reisdorff, owner of South Platte Press and author of “The Man
Who Wrecked 146 Locomotives,” will be speaking about his book with a book signing following the
presentation. Joe Connolly, an [owa resident who made his living by staging locomotive collisions at
state fairs and other events for over 35 years, is the subject of the book.

January 30- To be announced; check for updates at www.TheHistoricalSociety.org

Site of "Island Park"” stop on the |
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy |




Coundil Blu][][s and the Gireal S’crilce O][ 1

When we left off the nationwide strike had spread to Council Bluffs. The Chicage, Burlington and Quincy freight office had closed
but the road’s passenger trains were still running. Strikers next set out for the Chicago and North Western.
If you missed part one of this story you can find it in the online edition of the November Member Journal. Access it from the
members only section of www. TheHistoricalSociety.org; you will need the password: pottco.

The strikers set out “on foot up the track with the
intention of stopping the work of the construction hands
of the Northwestern, who were with the gravel train, which
at that time was near Crescent City.” However, word had
been sent ahead of the strikers and “the construction train
was ordered to pull out for the east...and when they arrived
on the scene no one was there.” They remained at Crescent
until the mail train brought them back to Council Bluffs at
7:20 that night. The strikers “did not molest” the outgoing
passenger train which “shot by them at the rate of forty
miles an hour and pushed on to Honey Creek, where the
mail was met.” Mr. Arthur, the Northwestern Agent,
“went up with the express and at Honey Creek telegraphed
the strikers that the mail would stop where they were in
waiting.” Just in case, the strikers blocked the track with
ties which “were promptly removed, and the bays boarded
the train” back to Council Bluffs.

Just before leaving Crescent a telegraph was sent to
Mayor John Baldwin: “Have supper in the Public Square
for one hundred and thirty men at eight o’clock tonight.
We come quietly and will hold a meeting to-night in
square” signed by the “Committee of Strikers”. However,
Mayor Baldwin did not receive the message until close to
eight and “was on his way to the telegraph office to reply”
when he ran inte “the procession...coming up Broadway.”
The men then turned down Pearl Street to Bayliss Park
where “one of the leaders addressed those present and
stated that they were tired and hungry and must have
bread.”

Mayor Baldwin then arrived at the park where he
“ascertained there was only about two dozen who were
non-residents of Council Bluffs” who were escorted by
Deputy Sheriff Hickey over to Keil's Hotel to be fed. The
remainder “went to their homes” only to return to Bayliss
Park after about an hour where “no demonstrations were
made and everything was quiet.” Then around ten o’clock
“word was received by a detachment watching the St. Joe
track that parties had come up from below to make some
needed repairs about five miles south of Council Bluffs.”
That “started them up in a hurry and they moved off
rapidly to see after the matter”.

At the same time, “a number of the strikers” had

congregated around the St. Joe depot on South Main Street
to ensure “that no trains went out over that or the Rock
Island road.” With the news of the construction train, the
strikers “pressed an engine into service and went down to
stop proceedings which they did without opposition, and
the construction train left for the South.”

Meanwhile, the Rock Island had “no trouble with the
employees and freight trains would runin and out regularly
were it not for these men who are principally from the St.
Joe road, and laborers in the city.” In fact, “The utmost
good feelings seems to exist between all of the Rock Island
men and the company and they are refusing all along the
line to take any part in the movement”. The employees’
commitment resulted in a telegram from Rock Island
president Hugh Riddle to the General Agent at Council
Bluffs stating that “the good sense and fidelity of the
employees of the Rock Island road is duly appreciated and
if continued to the end of these troubles cannot fail to prove
advantageous to them.”

Likewise,
employees of the Chicago and Northwestern “except in a
few isolated instances’. The Northwestern had side-
tracked its freight trains at Missouri Valley while the Rock
Island did the same at Avoca “as they did not deem it
advisable to attempt to run them in.” On the Burlington,
however, “the strike is general along the whole line, though
at this point the employees are making no special demon-
strations” and the railroad had decided “not to try to
transact any business at this place, and are running not even
a passenger train.” Excepting the Burlington, however, all
express and mail trains continued to roll and there were “no
indications of violent measures further than the stoppage of
freight trains and work.” 7

At the same time, “One hundred United States sol-
diers” were guarding the Union Pacific’s bridge across the
Missouri River to Omaha and the newspaper reported on
the “special session” of the Council Bluffs city council
called by Mayor Baldwin on July 26. The special session
was dominated by “perfecting an organization for the

protection of the city” and on Alderman Scott’s motion it
was resolved that Mayor Baldwin and the City Marshal !

were ~directed and requested to appeint, arm, and equip
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party.” The other “unjustifiable gct” took place during an
“attempt to tompel the switch engine on the Rock Island
track to return to the round houyse by Jumping on hoard
and presenting a revolver at the head of the engineer and
ordering him to step down and out when they side-tracked
the engine and put oyt the fires.” Otherwise, "everything
as far as they were concerned was quiet and ng violence was

"St’zéke of '77, " continued. ..

existing emergency,”

A “detachment of United States troops” remained at
the Union Pacific bridge although the July 28 issue of the
Nonpareil confidently reported that the “strike of a few
railroad employees and Iaborers...may 0w be considered
practically ended.” This wag true “as far as any of the

the same view of the matter, as dig the Mayor anc members
of the City Councit.” By three o’clock that afternoon “,
POsse of one hundred angd twenty citizens” had gathered

should there be any further action taken by the employees
of the other roacs,”

order, and to aid and assist the Sheriff of this county and the
Marshal of this city in queliing the rioters,”
The posse at the courthouse was soon Joined by “3 large

tonstruction trains and in repairing the track” who hag
been “getting only one dollar per day, and the company
Propose to reduce that to ninety cents on the Istof August,

riotous proceedings farther than the stoppage of the freight
traffic,”

Allin all, the strike was “very quiet and orderly” with
two exceptions, One occurred after a man “became intoxi-
cated and noisy, and they administered to him a rather
Severe pounding, and sent him off to shift for himself,
declaring that they would have Nno drunken persons ip the

Kansas City, S¢. Joseph and Council Bluffs: ang BF.
Montgomery, J.T. Hart, and Colonel Beehe representing

(Continued next page)
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" Qenike of 774" continued. ..

the Burlington. These men “at once set out on their
missions” toconsult with bothstrikers and railroad officials
“at the various depots”. They then returned to the court
house to report that “the strikers had agreed €O permit all
trains on the Rock Island and Northwesters roads to arrive
and depart for the next twenty-four hours without moles-
tation”. ltwas also “discovered that the strikers themselves
were quite as much annoyed by the roughs who forced
themselves into the ranks and councils of the strikers as the
citizens have beer.” These interlopers “who perhaps never
did an honest days work in their lives” were “bent upon
mischief at any sacrifice of life and treasure’ and “are
loathed by the strikers justas effectually as they are despised
and dreaded by the citizens.” It was noted that several of
these ‘roughs were “well known alike to citizens and
police” and “should have been arrested at the outset”. A
resolution was then passed that declared it was “the duty of
the police authorities of this ¢ity 10 fearlessly and promptly
discharge their official obligations by the vigorous and
{mpartial enforcement of all laws providing for the public
peace and safety, with rigid promptness and without favor
to any one.”

With that the posse “had the pleasure of returning to
their respective places of business without having had the
disagrecable task of using any force to accomplish the ends
desired.” Nonetheless, the “centirnent of the meeting was
quite strong in favor of the railroad companies paying
sufficient wages to their employees (O enable them to
procure the actual necessaries of life, to say the least.” In
fact, it was the opinion of “ many who were present that in
some instances the wages had been reduced sO Jow that a
man could not exist and be honest to himself and his
famnily.” The newspaper was quick to assure its readers that
“(here is no doubt that the various railroad companies fully
comprehend the situation and in thase instances where
actual grievances exist among any particular class of labor-
ers they will in all probability take such steps as may be
necessary to secure a proper and just redress.”

" While other cities burned, the Nonpareil dubbed the
situation at Council Bluffs as “flattering” with “a settle-
mentof all difficulties at this pointis likely to result without
‘any further public demonstration.” The “St. Joe strikers’
seemed willing to “tend strictly to what they believe is their
own business” as the strike cemained in force on the entire
line between Council Bluffs and Kansas City. The
Burlington also remained “at a standsdll” although a
dispatch [rom Division Superintendent T.]. Potter to J.O.

Feisterical Society of
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Phillips, the Burlington Agent at Council Bluffs, gave

assurance that the “conductors and brakemen running in
here, have givenimne written notice that they are ready to go
to work, and are loyal t the company.” Also, the “strikers .
notified us yesterday that we should run 1o passengeﬂ
trains, andnota wheel has been turned onthe Towa division
since No. 3 arrived in Council Bluffs last night...”

The July 29 Nonpareil reported that it was “Brighten-
ing Up” with “ no developments in this city...of an exciting
nature.” The situation ofn both the Burlington and St.
Joseph railroads showed ‘every indication of a peaceful
settlenent of all differences” and Burlington officials hoped
to resuine passenger trains by that evening. It was said that
the employees cemnained “very friendly 10 the company’
and when Assistant Superintendentof Tracks C.L. Manholtz
“ .ame down from Creston to Red Oak on a hand car...the
boys along the line cheered lustily for the C.B. & Q.road
which shows that, though they have struck, for what they
believed to be their rights, they by no means have any ill-
will against the Company as such” and instead blamed
“certain individuals” for the wage-cuts.

Workers on the Kansas City, St. Joseph and Council
Bluffs had also agreed toreturn towork “at the place known
as the Washout” after the company agreed to pay them
$1.50 a day. That ended the strike on the Council Bluffs
end of the line although the situation at both Kansas City
and St. Josephremained “qotso bright” and 'no freight can
consequently pass through.” The " committee” of strikers
from that railroad came to Council Bluffs the night before
to announce that they would “resume work this morning
and “wished our citizens to furnish no more food toany one
on their account, as they would now he able to procure the
same by their own labor.”

On the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific “there is 00
trouble whatever, and a rushing freight business is heing
carried on.” The strike held little appeal to the workers as
the “company has been, it is conceded, very fair, not to say
liberal, in the treatrment of its servants...It did not, has not,
and will not scaleits reductionsso astocut into the earnings
of the low priced laborers. These are the brakemen. No one
of these is paid less than one dollar per day as “more
applications are made than there are vacancies.” Thesame
was said of the Northwestern which “experienced on none
of its lines any trouble whatever - as the "line between this
city and Chicago has always been open and ready for
business, which would not have been suspended at all had
it not been for the riotous proceedings of the communists

(Continued next page)
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- "Seuike ob‘ ’77, " continued...

at the latter place.” Similarly, the Union Pacific was
“enjoying the utmost confidence of its employees...”.

' The Nonpareil also gave the proceedings of the city
council meeting on July 28 where Mayor Baldwin reported
that he'd telegraphed lowa Governor Newland “asking for
United States soldiers for protection”. The governor's
response was “Call on the Sheriff of your county. He can
call out all the forces of the county, including the militia,
and if the power of the county is not sufficient, I will order
a military force from other counties. Will not call on
United States troops until our own force is spent.” At the
meeting Mayor Baldwin also offered his resignation, citing
his “inability to serve the citizens of Council Bluffs to the
satisfaction of each and every one of them, as well as a desire
that the city should be governed ina way that is calculated
to keep peace and harmony...”. :

Some normalcy had returned to newspaper’s “Railroad
Notes™ on July 29 which reported that the Rock Island
“sent upwards of forty empty stock cars west”. Down at the
busy Union Pacific Transfer “About two hundred and
twenty-five cars of freight were received at the Union
Pacific depot,” including “Fifty-two car loads of lead and
bullion” as “upwards of ninety men” were working to
transfer freight. “A train of cattle en route to Chicago” was
expected which would be “rested and fed at the Union
stock yards.”

However, in two indications of the still troubled times,
the Nonpareil reported that someone had attempted to
“wreck a passenger train” on the Rock Tsland near Wash-
ington, lowa while an “army of tramps” was “swarming
along the line of the Northwestern” and had “apparently
taken possession of the country in the vicinity of
Marshalltown especially.” It seemed that “two hundred of
themn took up their quarters in the public square, and when
the Mayor sent word for them to leave the city they
responded that they would burn the town.” According to
the Nonpareil, “It is said that throughout that section they
are so thick they have grown outrageously impudent and
aggressive, and go about in droves, robbing and intimidat-
ing the people who live there,”

On July 31 the Nonpareil singled out Pottawattamie
County Sheriff Kahle for “high and very general praise for
his prompt and efficient measures to raise the embargo
caused by the late strike.” While the “emergency was a
peculiar one”, the Sheriff “proved himself its equal in every
respect” with “clear-headed intelligence” and “cool deter-
mination”. The situation in Council Bluffs was in stark

contrast to what had occurred elsewhere and the Nonpareil
commented on July 31 on the “lot of communists, dead-
beats and free lunchers of St. Louis” who had “roamed the
streets of that city several days last week, carrying banners
inscribed ‘Bread or blood-down with the capitalists.” In
his 1966 book Reign of the Rabble author David Burbank
explained that “Only around St. Louis did the original
strike on the railroads expand into such a systematically
organized and complete shut-down of all industry that the
term general strike is fully justified. And only there did the
socialists assume undisputed leadership...no American
city has come so close to being ruled by a workers’ soviet,
as we would now call it, as St. Louis, Missouri, in the year
1877

The telegraphic news of the Russo-Turkish war had
returned to top billing in the Nonpareil by the last day of
July 1877. The telegraph reports noted that the strike had
ended at Galveston on the Texas and Pacific railroad,
"Everything is quiet” at Pittsburgh, “But little trouble” in
Chicago, and “Absolute quiet” in St. Louis. Railroad
workers in Scranton, Pennsylvania had gone back to work
while many “rioters” had been arrested in Harrisburg. The
situation remained tense in the coal mining regions of
Pennsylvania where tracks remained blockaded and U.S.
troops guarded several key bridges. The strike also contin-
ued in Columbus, Ohio and along the entire line of the
Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago railroad. Federal troops
were sent from city to city where the strike was still in effect
and the Great Strike of 1877 was over by the end of August.
According to Howard Zinn’s “A People’s History of the
United States”, by the time it was all over “a hundred
people were dead, a thousand people had gone to jail,
100,000 workers had gone on strike” and “More than half
the freight on the nation’s 75,000 miles of track had
stopped running at the height of the strikes.”

The Great Strike of 1877 showed both the strength of
unified labor as well as the ability and willingness of the
federal government to step in. In 1884, the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad where the troubles began became the first
American corporation to offer its employees a pension plan
and the roundhouse at Martinsburg, West Virginia was
named a National Historic Landmark in 2003. In spite of
the rather brief turmoil at Council Bluffs, the Great Strike
also set the stage for the far longer and maore turbulent strike
against the Burlington railroad that would erupt eleven
vears later in 1888, '

(Story by Ryan Roenfeld. My. Roenfeld is president of
the Historical Society of Pottawattamie County.)
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The First Avenue Line was amongst
the initial tracks laid in Council Bluffs
and a key player in nation’s move
West.

The tracks had become a continual source of traffic
congestion and a concern for T] high students but there
wasn't much to Council Bluffs’ west end when those tracks
were laid across muddy swamp land 142 years ago.

The line extended from 12 Street and First Avenue
(just south of the Broadway viaduct) and was built as
pioneer trackage by the Chicago and North Western upon
its arrival to Council Bluffs in 1876. The line ran to the
Missouri River where railroad cars were ferried across the
river to the Union Pacific that had begun construction in
1864 to complete the transcontinental railroad in 1869 in
Utah.

The C&NW Council Bluffs First Avenue line was
operated as a joint trackage after the Burlington and the
Rock Island roads built into Council Bluffs, an arrange-
ment that lasted into the 1960’s. According to county tax
records ownership of the line was assumed wholly by the
C&NW in the 1960’s and was shared by the Missouri
Kansas and Texas when that road merged with the Union
Pacific in 1987. When the Illinois Central built into
Council Bluffs under the flag of the Omaha Belt and
Terminal Railroad in 1899 operating rights from the IC
crossing from 12 Street to 18" Street were allowed. The
OB&T line extended north to about Avenue M and then
ran west to its own bridge that extends to Carter Lake and
East Omaha.

The construction of the first and succeeding bridges in
1872 across the Missouri River eliminated the First Avenue
ferry and the winter seasonal ice railroad. Rails extended to
the river bank on the east side into the World War 1l years
when the steel was salvaged for the war effort in about 1942,
Before the Union Pacific bridge was built there were three
depots or stations on the lowa bank of the river. These

three slender depots all are in ells or additions to contem-
porary houses today.

The First Avenue Track (or “River Train") continued
toextend to the Frito-Lay building at least until 1962 when
steam engine UP 814 was shoved to Dodge Park for display
purposes. CB&Q 910 and club car CB&Q “Omaha Club”
later were positioned there as well. The rails remained but
the track was truncated to about 36 Street when Interstate
29 was built. The two Bunge elevators and the firm at the
Iowa Soda Products remained as the last two active custom-
ers. (The rolling stock in Dodge Park were all relocated to
the grounds of the Historical Society’s RailsWest Railroad
Museum in 1987).

The First Avenue line was a viable and necessary artery
for industries of Council Bluffs growth (see parttal listing
next page). About June 22,2009, the First Avenue line was
red-flagged by the Union Pacific and about that time one
set of tracks at the Bunge elevator was removed, presum-
ably to make way for a truck grain dump at 31* Street. The
jast rail service on the line was December 6, 2008, a unit
grain train loaded at the Bunge elevator.

(Story submitted by Joel Boucher. Mr. Boucher is a member of
the Historical Society of Pottawattamie County)

The Frito plant at 3919 West Broadway depended upon the First |
Avenue line for sacks of flour. (1970 photo from HSPC archives).
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 Partial List of firms relying on the First Avenue line for rail service-

Line 1- 25 South 15% Street, Cohoe Lumber and Supply, rebuilt from the old WPA yard in 1946.

?Line 2- 1602 1* Avenue, Hay T'ool Manufacturer

Line 3- 1709 1% Avenue, Coryell Barrel Plant

Line 4- 2030 2™ Avenue, Joyce Wholesale Lumber, Joyce Lumber and Supply

Line 5- 20 S. 19t Street, Thomas Sewer & Water Service Inc. {rails still in place at Bogardus Plumbing)

OB&T line left First Avenue line and went north to about Avenue M or N; supplied lime to Council Bluffs Water
Works; line was removed when Ranks Department Store (now site of No Frills) was built.

Line 5- Bolton Road Grader firm, about 24* Street and First Avenue; machinery firm at about 3101 First Avenue
(further details unknown).

Line 5- 2411 W. Broadway, Omaha Standard Body Corporation; firm got southern lumber and steel for truck
bodies via rail .

Line 5- A spur left the First Avenue line at about 27* Street crossing Broadway about 28% Street. Line went to
street car power house west of car barn. The rise in the grade exists yet today; line was used to bring in coal for
electricity generation.

|
Line 6- 111 South 28" Street, Ouren Seed large brick warehouse (still standing)

Line 7- 2900 First Avenue, lowa Soda Products; the firm used soda ash for soap and cleaning products. An addition
was built in the last 1950’s; Balsas assumed occupancy in the 1970’s and made a feed supplement.

Line 7- 2915 W. Broadway, Cogley Ready Mix
Line 8- 2926 1* Avenue, Charles C. Children Company Concrete and Coal

Line 9- 3200 1* Avenue, Flanley Grain; sheet metal over wood; had a Rock Tsland emblem on the headhouse; later
was Kansas Grain and currently Bunge

Line 10- 3300 1* Avenue, Flanley Grain; had Burlington emblem on the headhouse; currently Bunge); December 7,
1973 fire destroyed approximately half of the facility

Line 11- 3600 1% Avenue, Scoular Bishop Grain; all concrete structure; destroyed by fire in 1957; never rebuilt or
replaced

Line 12- 3601 1 Avenué, Merriam and Millard Grain

Line 13- Quaker Baking; built new about 1946; sold building to Fritos. Quaker; received sack flour trackside, Frito
got grits via rail.
(Data courtesy of Mr, Joel Boucher)
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As It Was...

Images of the past from
HSPC archives

Bill Christensen submitted the top three photos in the right
hand column. He explains the two wagons are of the Towa Fruit
Company. The man in the middle in the top photo is Nels
Petersen, whose brother Frank owned fowa Fruit which was
located at 8th and Broadway. Mr. Christensen remembers as a
child in the late 1930's being warned of black widow spiders
which could come in the produce. The third picture is Petersen
Grocery.

The photos above are courtesy of Don Sachs. The top picture
is at the farmers market in Omaha. Truck farmers sold out of the
back of their truck. There was no refrigeration so what was
picked had to be sold the next morning before the heat of the day.
Note in the lower photo the box on the running board that held a
hattery.

The lower right photo is from 1951 and shows the Olmstead
grocery stove at 134 East Broadway. Prior to the Olmstead store
the building was home to the Wheeler-Herald soft drink company.

Thanks to Mr. Christensen and Mr. Sachs for the photos. If
vou have pictures you would like to share in "As It Was" please
contact us (contact information is on the back page).




"Saying history isn’t important is saying the lives of all the people who
came before us weren't important... and that's just not true.”

Pottawattamie County History--
Real stories of real people, right here where we live.

Everything that happens in the world is just one piece in a long line of events. The more we know of the past the
better sense we can make of the present. Abraham Lincoln noted we can't escape history; since you're a member of the
Historical Society you appreciate that as well.

The Historical Society of Pottawattamie County is charged with the responsibility of collecting, preserving, and
disseminating that history. It's an important job, and we need your continued support.

Please take a moment now to renew your membership. All memberships expire
December 31 (unless you first joined the HISPC after November 1, 2009; in this case your
membership extends through 2010).

Please clip {or copy) the form below and return it with your check today.

Your Historical Society-- Connecting Pottawattamie County and its Past

PO.Box 2 Council Bluffs, TA 51502
Membership Category:

____Single $20.00 ____Junior (under age 21) $10.00 ___ Famity $35.00
___ Sustaining $75.00
___ Lifetime $1000

___ Corporate $250.00

First Name(s) Last Name
Street Address |

City : ‘State _ Zip
E-mail Phone

__YES, I'd like to volunteer




| Inside...

n:tetll of

Pottawattamie County Officers When the grain train rol , vom the Bunge
and Board Members elevator last year it ended 142 years ofservzce along the,
President. Ryan Roenfeld First Avenue line. HSPC membeff Joel Boucher i:‘akes
Vice president-  Diane Hestaess us back to days before the golden spike was even minted
Treasurer- Ralph Wright ;
Seeretary- Ginny Abel with the StOTy on page 10.
Board of Directors- ]ay Gould was a great ﬁnan_
Robert Collins cier... or perhaps a robber baron.
Dennis Devine, Sr. Whatever label one chooses to use,
Tim Hingeley : ] . :
Michaol Kncler th.e facf. remains he built railroads.
John Shorcy big railroads. Learn mare at an
Mariel Wagner HSPC presentation this month,

the details are on page 1,

Newsletter Editor- Dr. Richard Warner

Webmaster- Gary Emenitove Our readers want to know about the Order of the
Education Coordinator- Patricia LaBounty ) .
Ouwls, Perrin Street, Matt Tinley, an old bottle found at
Lewis and Clark monument, and if Island Park was one
of the biggest city parks, where did it go? Our Histori-
712-323-2509 cal Society historians have tried to answer the ques-
tions; you can see their responses on page 2.

www.TheHistoriealSociety.org

Contact us...

For membership information, volunteer opportunities, address corvections, ov questions about the Historical Society call the
Society office at 323-2509, write P.O. Box 2, Council Bluffs, 31502, or e-mail via the website,

For questions, comments, or suggestions specific to newsletter articles you are welcome to write the editor directly (Richard
Warner, 43 Caribou Circle, Council Blyffs, 51503) or e-mail (richardwarner@TheHistoricalSociety.org),
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