
Marshall, 'Texas, January 2, 1873,

E. B. Hart, Secretary,
Dear Sir: Please obtain and forward to t;is office telecraph

passes for the following persons,
J. M. Eddy, Asst. Supt. Marsl-all,
D. C. Adams, Supply Agent, "
T. E, Lawrence, Purchasing Agt,

H, Maxwell, Special Agent, Marsliall.
John Adainson, Supt. of Ties. "
J. M. Brown, Agt. Dallas.
E. G. 'Jheerl, Agt. Sherman.
W. Potter, Agt, Galveston.

H. Olcott, Div. Engineer Dallas.
•T A T-l ft " r* T\ •J. A. Evans, San Diego.
Geo. T/ol'-ott ■' " Mesiila^ N.M.
M. F. Tlurd, " " ElPaso.
F. S. Hodges " V/eatherford.
E. D. Boyd " ~ Jefferson.
C. H. Irwin " " Sherman.
R. S. Hayes Engr, in charge, Marshall.

Dodge, Chief Engineer.
Very respectfully,

G I.!. Do,dge,
Chief Engineer.

....



■  I have commenced to look arotind with a view to our Legislation
.this winter. In my opinion, the JI. & T. C. people will oppose every
thing. I wish you or Colonel Scott would see Senator Flanagan at
?7ashington and have him write to his brother, see that he is our
friend in this fight; he represents the canties right south of us.
Col, Scott can do more wit-, the Senator in "!7ashington than any one else,
and he could do more with his brother.

I .doubt very much whet]ier we will be able to accomplish all we
desire; and it is now almost.impossible to complete ttoe road in the
time designated. I can get nothing formidle for it but I do not
believe that material can be run fast ensugh to do it. It takes four weeks
to get material from Galveston to Dallas or Sherman over the H. & T.C.
if our material is as unlucky as theirs at least one half of it will go
into the ditch, I never saw such a road in my -ife, nor as many wrecks
upon the same number of miles.

It has been impossible for the past two weeks to ship anything
from Galveston to Houston, The strong northers Blowing all th?e
water out of the l)ayou. Two hundred tons of my freight that I had at

GaiveHtnh ready to coraie here was lying there waiting for water,
I do not think there ever, was just such a state of affairs in

Yexas as there is today. I do.not believ e that in all north-western
Texas there are ten barrels of flour, I have been buyin at Houston,
Galveston and other points as-I could get, for the purpose of keeping
my contractors running., it is the same with all kind of provisions,

A. good many of our grading contractos have finished their work
and are very anxious t-^ go west of Sherman and Dallas but I am holding
back on that work, do not want to ffet my grading too far in advance of
my track.
.  It will be necessary for me to leave some time in January I think

to be gone a week or two, I am also informed th't I will have to go to
Washington before the Investigating Committee- on U.- I think I
can avoid this, am now trying to do so. It is hot prudent for me to
Washington before the Investigating
can avoid this, am now trying to do
leave at this season of the year,

I shall go west again during month hopo to have iron
enough in Galveston to get in my sidings at Dallas for the purpose of
unloading my bridge tinb-^r.

On our north line we have had three men killed by despera
does and I have a report this morning of the robbery of one of the
contractors who was taking out some *5C00 to pay off his men. It is
doubted by some whether he was really lobbed, although he is a man who
stood first rate.

It is not safe to send one or two men over the line, I have'had
to increase my parties to at least three.

My teolegraph poles are all up frmm here to Sherman; as quick as
I can get my wireTp and strung it will save me a great deal-of troubl-
and expense. I can do thdn by telegraph what I am now doing by messen
gers, I do not suppose there will be ahy mails running for the next
tliree weeks, f . oec ' ' « ~

,-ieotO wi" Very respectfully, OOO J.''
-G. M, Dodge, pir.

■  > 'r> aOcHioil Chief Ifeigliaeal:'.
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^  . .MarshaJ. 1, • Texas Jafluary 2nd, 1873. j

Gen. B.-h. ^ristow. Pres., - ■ • j •
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of yours enclosinE letter of ' /

Secretary Boutwell. , •
The holdin.-;. of iron iij bond at Galveston under our present

contract for transportation Tould be of no benefit to us. The
arrangements on ^such that the H.D. H. Company reo-eives this iron
direct from the ships side; and transports'it immediately, relieving
us of all storage, dernurage, ?cc, •

If we placed it in bond we.would have to pay storage duties
upon -it and then pay for rehandling it which would cost about as' :
much as the duties, - ^ ,

What we wanted to accomplish was to hold our iron on our o.vn
•ground in Longview and Dallas xantil we were ready to put it into the
track. T;.is we cannot dowith iron coming via Galveston but iron com
ing via New Orleans can be held in Shrevepor.t as it is a port ofl
delive.ry and has a collector. I have made partial arrangements for our
iron to be held there. If possible, please have these perfected as
we now- have iron in New Crleans_ready to come uo Ra'd River as soon as
the water rises. ,

Very respectfully, , oi-
1  ■ < T .. G. 1],. Dodge, ■ v:

c, L L-TJt'' - Chief En-ineer.
'I To. .1 fittSttt ' cif ■ h'_lc w
pi .i!V')" UOflt'-'

*  .f ■ . '•'Marshall, Texas, January 3,^1873.
j, ' I ' or'T • ■ ' ' . -■

Thomas- .^ Scott, Pres.
Dear Sir. I enclose copy of Kurd's report on, the approaches

to the Guadalup Pass on the Delwarp Creek route.
This in the heavy work that'we will have to meet east of the

Rio Grande or in fact east of tne Sierra Nevadas. • ' i
I have Walcobt's surveys and find.that we can vo down"the^Ara-

rahpa Canon and Giia Rivers and through all the mountain ranges with
very little work.

.Walcott has his lino through to the Pimos village and his work
is all very light *lth,the exception of about 15 miles in the Ararhpa
canon and some seven or eight miles in the Gila Canon and eVOn then
the grade will not be to exceed 5C feet and only two miles. Of that.

He says on the southern route near the Mexican boundary that th
line is a great deal longer, iias to pass through all the. mountain
ranges, and they all extend south and that there is 16C lies
without a•drop of water. He is exploring that route how.but seems to
think that the other route is the one.

.  T. Kurd, as soon as he reaches El Paso will explore .the Guadaliipe& Hucoo Mountains north of the Delaware Greek, through all the
approaciiQS in th^t direction.

.M'Uhlenberg run his line straight across the staked plains cal
culated his course- and struck the Pecos about 34 miles south of the ^
moutii of Delware Creek, wh.ile I was desirous of having l.im strike it
the mouth or north of It but Ilurd will rectify all this and tell us
during the winter what we may expect in tljat country.

The work on the Delaware to the Ouadalupe Pass is no ]:eavier
than I anticipated.

Very respectfully,
G. M, Dodge,

no ]:eavier
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Marshall, Texas, January 3, 1873.

Georfre R. Wolcott, Esq.,
Mesilla, Nev/ Mexico.

Dear Sir I am in receipt of yours of December llth. I want jrou \o
examine t];at southern line sufficiently so as to rive me a reoort uoon
it.

I do not think it is nee-essary to run a continuou-; line but think
a pack party could be run throui-h on it examining the passes and yettinp-
the distances; perhaps by odometer and trianyulation.

Our people have had a yood d'^al said to them about t] is southern
line and they will not be satisfied unless I can present it and show
that it is not feasible as compared with other lines.

You do no say what line yo\ir party is examininr on the return. I
suppose, ].owever, the line up the Giia Vall'^y to the San Domin^-o,

I wart you to yet in report, maps & profiles of your lino est
as soon as practicable and I also want - ou to consililt fi^.lly wit]' Hurd
when he arrives and yive him sucJi advic^ of the cotm ry eafet of you that
you see proper

Perhaps it would be well for i^ou to examine with Hurd the line from
Mesilla to the liead of the Black TTater or the Rio Penasco or Felix.

The GuadaliTpe ranye of mountains must have a thorouyh exploration.
This falls under Mr. Kurd's duties i^ut I would like to have the judy-
ment of both of you upon it.

I have ordered sent to you by expres the drauyl.tiny material &C.
in your requisition; blanks, have been sent by mail. I am anxious to
hear what you found in Aravaypa Canyon and where your heavj^ work is and
how much of it.

Very respectfully,
G. M. Dodye,

Chief Enyineer.

- 'b,.

'  'I. ' -


