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‘ Marshall, Texas, January 2, 1873,

E. B. Hart, Secretary,

Dear Sir: Please obtain and forward to this of
passes for the following persons,

J. M. Eddy, Asst. Supt. Marshall,

D. C. Adams, Supply Agent, "

T. E. Lawrence, Purchasinp Agt,

Wm. H, Maxwell, Special Agent, Marshall.

John Adamson, Supt. of Ties. s

J. M. Brown, Agt. Dallas,

E. G, Wheerl, Agt. Sherman,

W. Potter, Agt. Galveston.

W. R, Olcott, Div. Engineer Dallas.

dd . A Rymna o "  San Diego.
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Geo, Wolcott " " Mesilla, N.K.

M. F. Hurd, " " ElPaso.

F. S, Hodges " Ao Weatherford,

‘E. D. Boyd " Jefferson.

¢c. H. Irwin "“ - Sherman.

R. 5., Hayes BEngr. in charge, Marshall.
" BV .ME Dodge, Chief Engineer.

Very respectfully,
: G M. Do,dge,
. . Chief Engineer.
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I have commenced to look around with a view to our Legislation

.this winter. 'In my opinien, the 'lH. & T. C. people will oppose every-

thing. I wish you or Colonel Scott would see Senator Flanagan at
Washington and have him write to his brotkery see that he is our’
friend in this fight; he represents the coxntlea right south of us.
Col. Scott can do more with the Senator in Washingtén than any '‘6fle else.
and he 'could do more with his Dbrother.

I .doubt véery much whether we will be able to accomplish all we
desire;/and it is‘now almost .impossible to complete the road in the

time ‘designated. I can 'get mothing formidle for it but I do not
believe that material can be run fast ericugh' to do"it. It 'takes four weeks
to ‘get material from Galveston to'Dallas or Sherman over the H. & T.C. ana

if our material is as unlucky ‘as theirs at least one half of 1t will go
into the ditch. I never saw such a road in my .ife, nor as many ‘wrecks
upon the same number of miles: 1 ' _

' It has been impossible for the past two weeks to ship anything
from Galveston to Houston. The strons northers Blowing dll the
watler Jout of the bayou.. Two hundred tons of my ‘freight that T kad at

Galvesvnn ready to come here was ‘1lying tlere waiting Tor water.

. Indo not think there ‘even was just such a stqte off affairs'in
Yexas as there is todaye. I dao.not believ e that in all north-western
Texas there are ten barrels of flour. I have been buyin‘ at Hdéuston,
Galveston and other points as:I could get, for the purnose of keeping
my contractors running, it'is the same with all kind of provisions.

A, good many of our grading contractos have finished their work
and are very anxious to go west of Sherman and Dallas but I am holding
back on that work, do not want to ®et mMy grading too far in advance of
my track

"I{ will'be necessary for me to leave some time in January I think
to be gone a week or two. I am also informed thot I will have to go to

ashington before the Investigating Committees«oniU..P,"“T1 think I
can avoid tkis, am now trying to do so: It " is not prudent for me to
leave at this season of the year.. D

I shall go west again during the month and I hOpe te have iron
enough in Galveston to get in my sidin g8 at Dg”as for the purpose of
unloading my bridge timber,

©. 'On 'our nortlh line we have had three men killed by despera-
does and I have a report this morni of the robbery of one of the
contractors whé'was taking out soméngSCOO to pay off his mén. It is
doubted by 5ome’ whether he was reﬁlly Fobbed, aithouﬂ} Le"18 a man-who
stood first rate.

"It 48 not  8afe to send ore or twé men over the line¢ Ihave had
to increase my parties to at least three.

' My teclegraph poles aré all up frmm hére to Sherman; as quick as
I can get my wire up and stming it will séve me a great deal.6f troubl-
and expensé. I can do'thén by tédegraph what I am now doing by messen-
gers. I do not guppo"e there will be any mails running for the next

three weeks. A .
' - (7 0ur Very respectfully, ¢

. M, Dod
; %ef En”inédr.
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Marshall, Texas, Jafuary-2nd, 1873. ‘

Gen. B, :H. Bristow, Pres.; t ‘ ; '
Dear Sir:, I.am in receipt of yours enclosing letter of

.Secretary Boutwell.

The holding of iron ip bondsat Galvestonjyunder our-preseht
contract for transportation would be of no benefit to us. IThe
arrangements on asuch that the H.D. H. Company-recéiveés this dron
direct from the.ships side; and transports'it imfediately, relieving
us of all storage, demurage, %c. ‘ s 1 Vs !

If we.placed-it in bond we.would have to-pay sterage duties

: upon *it and then pay for rehandling it which would cost about as:

much as the duties. , o L1,
What we wanted to accomplish was to hold our iron on our oxn

ground in Longview and Dallas until we were ready to put it/ into the

track. lris we cannot, dowith iron coming wvia Galveston but 4ron com
ing via New Orleans can be held in Shreveport as it is ‘a part oft
delivery and has a collector. I have made partial arrangements.for our
iron to be held there. If possible, please have these perfected as

we now. have iron in New Orleans _ready to tome up Red River as .soon as

~the water rises. o .
- - ) ' Very' respectfully, . )
. ' Gil M, Dodge, 89
Chief Enrineer.
- ;_. /‘ v P « ;
B * '

Marshall, Texas, January 3:f1873.

Thomas-l} Scott, Pres. . ' ' ‘ Y ocf dund

, -Dear,Sir. I.enclose copy of Hurd's report on, the' approaches
to the Guadalup Pass on the Delware,Creek route. t

© oy This is the heayy .work that we will have to-meet east of the
Rio.Crande or in fact.east of-bhe Sierra Nevadas. I o

I have Walcott's surveys and find, that' we can go-down’ therAra-
rahpa Canonrand Gila. Rivers-and through all the mountain ranges with
very 1little worke . - 3 W {3 Rld 4 rag 3

: .Walcott has his line through to the Pimos village and- his work
is all very light #ith the exception of about 15 miles in the Ararhpa
canon and some seven or eight miles in the Gila Canenrand even then
the grade will not be Lo exeeed 50 feet and only two-miles. 6f that.

He says on the southern route near ther Mexican houndary that th
line is & great deal longer, has to pass through all the. meuntain
ranges, rand they all extend south and that there is 160 iles
without a:drop of water. le is exploring that route now.but seems to
think that the other route is the one. - ‘ dod I <O1A)

Hurd, as soon as he reaches El Paso will explore .the Cuada lipe
& Huceco Mountains north of the Delaware Creek, through all the
approaches in that direction.

Muhlenberg run his line straight across the staked plains cal-
culated his course and struck the Pecos about 34 miles south of the A
mouth of Delware Creek, while I was desirous of having him strike it a‘
the mouth or north of 1t but Hurd will rectify all this and tell us =
during the winter what we may expect in that country.

The work on the Delaware to the CGuadalupe Pass is no heavier

than I anticipated.

Very respectfully,
G. M, Dodge,






