DATA

CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED

For Ready Reference in the Preparation of a Biography of
GRENVILLE MELLEN DODGE.

President of Sundry Railroad & Construction Companies.,
Late
Chief Engineer Union Pacific and Texas Pacific
’ Railroad Companies,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS,
MAJOR GENERAL in the War for the Preservation

of the Union.

3
d

Building of Southwest System of Railways and
and other Rallroads.

Legislation Relating to IowaRailroads,
Union Pacific Bridge.

Settlement of Secret Service Account with G. M. Dodge
and Government .

Death of H. M. Hoxie - General John A. Logan.
N. E. Dawson Report on General Logan.
Report of Battle of Atlanta.

Presidential Campaign Blaine & Cleveland.

“ 1884 - 5 - 6 - 7.




"’ The .officers of the Ft, Worth and Denver City raiquad for the
year 1884 were as follows:

Morgan Jones,President.

T. W. Piersoll, Vice President,

J.,T. Gran~er, Treasurer,

W. A. Ross, Secretgry,

C. L. F.rost, General Superintendent.

My reaons for building the Ft. Worth and De?vef City road
nearly-all the way from Wichita Falls to Trinidad through an undev-
eloped and unknown country were on.account -of my knowledge qf the
country, whieh T had traveled over. It was now used almost entirely

g
as a pasture and the staked plains were considered too.higlh am altitude

‘¥ for agricultupal purposes, The country through New Mexico was virtually
- nothing but a pasture devoted to sheep, but no one can travel through
than country, as I have,!but what would be impressed with the topography
and the prettineeés of the land-scape, starting from Ft, Worth.
After passing through a small skirt of the eprosg timber between

FPt, Worth and Décatur, you come into a beautiful prairie country

gently undulating and with a fertile soil. This beautiful land extends
for hundreds of miles to tlie upper edge of the Pan Handle, and for years
has been comparatively undeveloped for want of transportation facilities.
The advent of the FtL. Yorth and Denver road through that rich belt,

had worked an epoch 1; its history, As soon as we commenced building,
the people commenced flocking in and the rich lands were being rapidly

settled up. The greatest bar to em'sration, are the large, enclosed

* pastures of the rich stock-men, Tie Capital pasture was 115 miles
v through on the line of the proposed Ft. Worth and Denver City road,
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but we coﬁsidered that as the land ddvanced in valﬁe, it would be \‘
to the interest of these owners to break up their“pastiures and sell
them out in small farms, and it was*our 6pinion¢ fhat Northwest Texas
would become a garden spot of the State.

The towns of Decatur, Bowie in Montague Country,'Henfietta din
Clay County, Wichita Falls in Wichita County, were the only settlements
of any important. There was a small settlement on“the Canadian river
called Tascosa, so trat virtually we were buildinf 500 *miles of road
“in an unoccupied couhtry, 300 miles of it on'an elevation of the stamed
plains. A person traveling thPough the country today finds it7se fully
océupied that the railroad that:commenced earning $2,000 per ‘mile“gross

;18 now earning from Eight 't6 ‘ten thousand dollars per mile per year gross.







