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Leslie J. Perry who was connected with the War Department,
unearthepla very important letter which was the cause of the reports
made in 1861 that General Sherman was insane. This letter was
written by General H. V¥ Halleck to General George B. McClelland and
its chief importance lies in the fact that it was the pretext for the
absurd canard rife at the beginning of the war that Gen. W. T. Sherman
was insane. It is popularly but wrongly supposed that Gen. Simon
Cameron, the Sectrary of War, ateidentally, and wholly innocent éf any

- intentional wrong, gave origin to the damaging story.

The letter will be found in Scrap-book 10, page 116.




New York, January 12, 1885.

Genl. G. M, Dodge,

Rt. Worth, Texas. -
Dear Sir:-

I telegraphed you today regarding the enclosed letter from Mr.
Maverick which looks to me as though it needed some attention. Mr.
Montgomery certainly could not have gone very carefully into the
details of this tax business, or the fact that these taxes were still
unpaid would not have escaped his attention. You will remember that you
directed him to take charge of the property and look carefully after
the taxes, and it was always understood here that he had done so. Had
I smaspected that he had not done so, I would, of courss havegone over
the previous records and ascertained this fact.

I spent Saturday with Judge Dillon at work on the papers for the
defense in the suit of Probst against the Pacific Ry. Impt. Co. He '
dictated affidavits for myself and Mr. Calef to sign, declaring that
on the 29th of July last, we resigned all official connection with that
comipany and hereinafter ceased to have anything to dowith its affairs;
and that since that time and up to the present time, the company has
had no offices in New York and has transacted no business of any kind
to our knowledge; hence he clai.s that the service of papers is not
good. As the service is also made on Mr. Calef personally, he prepared
a demurrer for him to sign setting forth the above facts, and claiming
that the Court had no jurisdiction over him so far as he was personaly
liable for the damages claimed by probst. The Judge does not feél at
all confident and I think he fears that a Receiver will be appointed.

I have your telegram saying that no papers had been served on you,

and I agree with you in thinking that Alex Mayer is behind this suit and
is using it as an inducement to force you to settle the old suits,

for interest on the stock and bond subscription. Mr: Mayer came here

a few days ago to see me, while I was at Judge Dillon's office, so

I missed him. I should like very much to see him but don't like to send
for him for fear of exciting his suspicison. The Judge went thopoughly
into the actions of the company at the time of its didsolution or

change of location, and as he was present at the meeting understands tiat
everything was regular and in good faith. He promised to obtain and send
you for your information a copy of the summons and compliant, which I
trust you have received before this., I wlll watch it closely and advise
you of any further developments.

Very truly yours,

. T. Granger.






